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Welcome to the August / September 2009
edition of the group newsletter.

Another quiet period to report with the group
continuing to deliver a steady number of both
driver and rider Skill for Life programmes.

Members of the driving group will once again
be delivering a mature driver seminar in Leigh
during October where we hope to enroll a
number of new members on the Skill for Life
course — our most successful recruiting area.

Your attention is drawn to the IAM new
Chairman, Alistair Cheyne, whom | will be
reporting on further in the next issue as he will
be making an address at the forthcoming
National Conference to be held at Warwick
University in October. It is expected that
Alistair will be taking the IAM down new paths
within many areas of the IAMs provision,
therefore more information once Gary and
myself have attended the conference.

For this newsletter a number of items are
included regarding safety on our roads and
some of the initiatives being taken to reduce
risks of injury and deaths by various
organizations. The article concerning young
driver rental proposals looks quite alarming
and I'll continue to try and pick up any news
on this area in the future — reasoning for a
fairer and equal society must surely have
limits when road safety for all is at stake.

Simon.

New IAM Chairman takes
to the wheel

Alistair Cheyne, the IAM Chairman as of 21
July 2009, was first elected Vice Chairman in
2007 following several years’ service on the
IAM Council.

Alistair, from Hampshire, had a long career
with the AA — working his way up from the
office boy in 1959 to retire in 2002 as the
Deputy Managing Director.

His substantial commercial experience at the
AA embraced Accounts and Administration,
Travel and Retail, as well as the core
business, road-side services. Alistair saw a
rise in AA membership and member and staff
satisfaction during his time.



In 1986 Alistair, 65, introduced the AA’s first
computer controlled despatch  system,
enabling the organisation to reduce its
Command Centres considerably.

He was later responsible for the team that
introduced AA HELP, an award winning
system that enabled AA Patrols to become
first in service delivery and facilitated
Roadside Lap Top Diagnosis.

Prior to his retirement from the AA, Alistair
was responsible for Direction, Strategy
Acquisitions and New Business Development.

Alistair is an Honorary Life Member of BEN,
the motor trade charity, and he is active in the
Rotary Club. Alistair was awarded an OBE in
1997 for services to motoring.

Fixed penalty proposed for
careless driving

Three points and £60 fixed penalty
Bid to reduce red-tape for offences
Final decision by the end of 2009

Careless driving may become a fixed penalty
offence, carrying three points and a penalty of
£60, as speeding does.

The proposal, which would allow the police to
issue a roadside ticket for careless driving,
has been criticised by magistrates.

The idea was put forward by the Government
in the Department for Transport's Road Safety
Compliance Consultation, which ended earlier
this year.

It said a careless driving charge must
currently be heard in a magistrates' court,
which involves a 'heavy burden of paperwork
and is resource-intensive'.

The DIT argues that the cost implications may
be leading to the police not charging drivers.

The driver would still retain the option to
challenge the offence in court rather than
accept the points and fine, the proposal

states. 'We expect this proposal to be widely
welcomed.'

However, the Magistrates' Association said it
strongly opposes the idea. 'Matters that
require a judgement to be made, are matters
that should be brought to court for the
purpose,’ said Chris Hunt-Cooke, chairman of
the MA's road traffic committee.

'Police officers may have seen the incident
themselves, in which case they will be acting
as witness, prosecutor, judge and jury,
deciding on guilt and then sentencing the
offence.

'‘Drivers who choose to appeal against the
fixed penalty by going to court would risk a
higher number of penalty points or a
disqualification, and a very much higher fine,
so there would be quite disproportionate
pressure not to dispute the penalty notice,
regardless of whether they really accept their
guilt.

'Drivers who may have a reasonable defence
should not be coerced in this way; it is simply
unjust.”

A DfT spokesman said the association's
views will be taken into account before a final
decision is made before the end of the year.

‘There are lots of views to take into account,’
she said. 'But this is what we want to do
otherwise we wouldn't have suggested it.'
Energy drink "crash risk" warning

High mileage drivers who use “high energy”




drinks to keep them going have been warned
by the IAM (Institute of Advanced Motorists)
that there could be a hidden danger in relying
on caffine drinks, which can even lead to
increased weariness behind the wheel.

The US National Safety Commission (NSC)
has issued an alert for those driving under
caffeine intoxication, similar to warnings
associated with drinking alcohol and driving.
Research has shown that just an hour after
drinking a highly caffeinated and sugared
drink, tired drivers can experience serious
lapses in concentration and slower reaction
times as the drink wears off.

Excessive caffeine consumption can cause
similar symptoms to alcohol intoxication. The
American Food and Drink Administration
(FDA) has attributed symptoms such as
irritability, nervousness, irregular or rapid
heartbeat, muscle twitching and rambling
speech to what it terms “caffeine intoxication”.

Neil Greig, IAM Director of Policy and
Research, said: “Energy drinks are good as a
quick fix, but they’re no substitute for regular
breaks. Having a high-caffeine drink is a one-
off hit — you can’t repeat it, as this type of
drink does not produce the same effect in a
couple of hours’ time.”

In order to beat fatigue on long drives the IAM
advises:

Consider stopping overnight on long-
haul journeys

Share the driving with someone else —
don’t do it all yourself if you don’t have
to

Stop every two hours;

If you start to feel tired while driving,
don’t rely on air con or an open
window: find a place to stop

Only get back behind the wheel when
you are properly refreshed

When driving, tiredness can be a killer
as it affects reaction times and
concentration.

Credit crunch leads to
dramatic fall in congestion

Britain’s roads have seen a dramatic 31%
reduction in congestion since the credit
crunch began two years ago, according to
a report published by Trafficmaster and
the AA.

It reveals that congestion levels have become
inextricably linked to major financial events
and the economic climate.

And, with the increase in unemployment and
the report’s findings that nearly a quarter of
those not working lost their jobs over the past
12 months, it claims rush hour is now
becoming redundant, influencing the overall
congestion figures. But, while congestion has
dramatically dropped across the road network
in the normal working week, spiked rises in
congestion have appeared on Fridays, and
school and Bank holiday getaways.

With the cost of holidays in the UK cheaper
than abroad, it reports up to a 50% increase
in congestion at these times as additional
leisure traffic hits the roads.

“The report brings both good news and bad
news; congestion is falling, but that it is due to
the recession, fuel prices and
unemployment,” explained Edmund King, AA
president.

“This only strengthens our need to keep
investing in the road infrastructure, so that
when the recession ends we have a network
that can support a thriving economy.”

The findings from Congestion — Commuting,
An Economic Barometer, written and
researched by Trafficmaster, are based on
traffic information it has collated over the past
five years and commuting behaviour research
from the AA and its AA/Populus panel of
75,000drivers.



Move to make careless driving a
fixed penalty offence

Careless driving may become a fixed
penalty offence, carrying three points and
a penalty of £60, as speeding does.

The proposal, which would allow the police to
issue a roadside ticket for careless driving,
has been criticised by magistrates.

The idea was put forward by the Government
in the Department for Transport’'s Road Safety
Compliance Consultation, which ended earlier
this year.

It said a careless driving charge must
currently be heard in a magistrates’ court,
which involves a “heavy burden of paperwork
and is resource-intensive”.

The DfT argues that the cost implications may
be leading to the police not charging drivers.

The driver would still retain the option to
challenge the offence in court rather than
accept the points and fine, the proposal
states. “We expect this proposal to be widely
welcomed.”

However, the Magistrates’ Association said it
strongly opposes the idea. “Matters that
require a judgement to be made, are matters
that should be brought to court for the
purpose,” said Chris Hunt-Cooke, chairman of
the MA’s road traffic committee.

“Police officers may have seen the incident
themselves, in which case they will be acting
as witness, prosecutor, judge and jury,
deciding on quilt and then sentencing the
offence.

"Drivers who choose to appeal against the
fixed penalty by going to court would risk a
higher number of penalty points or a
disqualification, and a very much higher fine,
so there would be quite disproportionate

pressure not to dispute the penalty notice,
regardless of whether they really accept their
guilt.

"Drivers who may have a reasonable defence
should not be coerced in this way; it is simply
unjust.”

A DIT spokesman said the association’s
views will be taken into account before a final
decision is made before the end of the year.

“There are lots of views to take into account,”
she said. “But this is what we want to do
otherwise we wouldn’'t have suggested it.”

Research reveals head restraint
ignorance

Two out of three drivers haven't got a clue
how to correctly position their head
restraints, according to research released
by the road safety charity Brake and Direct
Line Car Insurance.

It revealed, two out of three respondents
didn't know how to correctly position their
head restraints, or incorrectly thought the top
of a head restraint should be level with the
neck or ears.

The remaining one in three drivers correctly
said the top of a head restraint should be
level with the top of the head to give it
protection and stop the neck ‘hyper-extending’
backwards in a crash, potentially breaking it
or resulting in other severe injuries.

"Even if drivers did regularly check their head
restraint, the research shows us that most
drivers wouldn't have a clue whether it was
correct or not, which largely explains why they
don't bother,” explained Mary Williams, chief
executive of Brake. “There needs to be a
major awareness-raising campaign on this
life-saving, simple measure we can all take.”



Car remains dominant mode of
transport

The car is still king, according to an AA
analysis of the Government’'s latest
National Travel Survey .

It accounted for 80% of distance travelled
compared to 8% on surface rail and, despite
this car dependence, average car mileage
decreased to 8,670 miles in 2008 from 9,700
in 1995/97 due to the cost of fuel and the
general economic position.

“Despite the cost of fuel, we are still a nation
dependent on car travel which accounts for
four-fitths of distance travelled,” explained
Edmund King, president of the AA. “Drivers
have reduced their mileage due to economic
conditions but there is still ten times the
distance travelled on road rather than rail.”

The survey also showed: diesel cars covered
12,210 miles compared to 7,670 for their
petrol equivalent; Fridays are the busiest day
on the roads; company cars now make up just
5% of the cars (down from 7%); and
commuting and business travel accounted for
19% of all trips made, and represented 28%
of all distance travelled last year.

The National Travel Survey (NTS) is a
household survey designed to provide a
databank of personal travel information for
Great Britain. In 2008, data was collected
from over 8,000 households, covering
around 19,000 individuals, and it is designed
to pick up long term trends.

Drivers under scrutiny for
drug taking in North Wales

- Roadside drugs tests of 200,000
drivers a year

- 200 officers trained with new
equipment

- Voluntary test used only for statistics -
not conviction

Drivers on business in North Wales could be
stopped at random for a drugs test in an
attempt to assess the scale of drug-driving in
the region.

Police in North Wales will be stopping drivers
and taking saliva samples for analysis to
detect the presence of illegal drugs.

Concateno, which provides drug and alcohol
testing kits to police across Europe, has said
it is introducing a range of support services to
assist the police in researching the
prevalence of drug driving.

Among these services in the introduction of its
Cozart DDS roadside drug testing device for
trial by the North Wales Police.

Over 200 police officers will be trained and it
is planned that more than 200,000 roadside
drug tests will be carried out annually.

The roadside oral fluid tests will be voluntary
for drivers, with the results being used for
statistical purposes only.

The test can detect up to six different drugs.

Sampling takes 30 seconds and results for
the presence of six drugs being displayed in
five minutes and two drugs in less than 90
seconds.

'We intend that this trial will help us build an
accurate picture of driving under the influence
of illegal drugs in the region,” said chief
inspector Gary Ashton, head of roads
policing, North Wales Police.

'‘Globally, there is an increasing awareness
that drug driving is a growing yet avoidable
cause of deaths and accidents on the roads.

'However, policy and enforcement decisions
should be made on the basis of a clear
understanding of the scale and nature of the
problem,” added Dene Baldwin, technical
director, Concateno.



Statistics reveal

problem

speeding

Detailed road casualty figures published

today (September 25) demonstrate that
speeding is a serious problem on Britain's

roads, particularly among young men,
says the Royal Society for the Prevention
of Accidents RoSPA.

Speed-related factors were reported in
relation to 211 deaths of 16-25-year-old men
on Britain's roads in 2008 - accounting for
41% of road fatalities in this group.

Across all road users, speed-related factors
were cited in relation to 586 road deaths -
accounting for 25% of fatalities on Britain's
roads.

The Department for Transport's report into the
contributory factors to road accidents in
Britain in 2008 also shows that continuing
efforts to encourage drivers and riders to
undergo refresher training are needed, say
ROSPA.

Four of the five most frequently-reported
contributory factors were a driver or rider error
or reaction.

However, overall, the number of people killed
on Britain's roads reached a record low in
2008. A total of 2,538 lives were lost - down
from 2,946 in 2007. There were 26,034
serious injuries and 202,333 slight injuries.

The AA said it was delighted to see the
decline in reported road death figures
released today (September 25), and Britain's
return to joint top of the international road
safety league table.

However, AA president Edmund King, said:
"The death figures continue to show high
levels relating to drink driving, motorcycling,
young drivers and distraction.”

Probe into driveway child
deaths

A campaign to cut the number of children
killed and injured by cars on driveways has
been launched.

The move by RoSPA follows claims that as
many youngsters are victims of driveway
accidents as die in collisions while actually
travelling in cars.

Said RoSPA spokesman Lindsey Simkins:
"There have been a number of tragedies
across the country in which young children
have been Kkilled after being struck by a
vehicle on their own or a neighbour's
driveway.

"This will enable us to understand how these
types of incidents happen, and we will use the
information to develop the best advice to help
parents and carers keep young children safe.”

The organisation will be surveying parents
and grandparents about the driveway dangers
to children aged up to seven, while also
looking at the issue of children being left
alone in vehicles.



It was moved to act after being approached
by the parents of 17-month-old lain Goodwill,
who was killed by a car on the driveway of his
home near Inverness in Scotland.

BVRLA criticizes young driver
rental proposals

The governmentis proposing to force
rental companies to treat all rental
applicants the same, regardless of their
age.

This could mean young inexperienced drivers
would be allowed to rent high-powered cars
that currently have age restrictions on them.

The BVRLA (British Vehicle Rental and
Leasing Association) is calling for the sector
to be given an exemption from elements of
the proposed Equality Bill, which will ban
businesses from treating customers differently
according to their age.

“The government wants to create a fairer
society, but at what cost?” said BVRLA chief
executive, John Lewis.

“One in every three road accidents in the UK
involves young drivers, and the Government
needs to recognise the consequences of
forcing rental firms to rent any vehicle to all
drivers over the age of 18.”

The bill is expected to become law before
next year's general election and would be
implemented in 2012.

The BVRLA estimates the bill could cost the
rental industry over £71 million a year in extra
insurance and repair costs.

The BVRLA believes the industry has a
strong case to earn an exemption.

Data obtained from BVRLA members and the
Association of British Insurers shows that:

Vehicles rented to customers under the
age of 25 are 67% more likely to be
damaged or involved in an accident
The cost of repairing a rental vehicles
Is, on average, 55% higher when the
hirer is under 25

One-in-three road accidents involves
young drivers

“If our industry is forced to rent or lease to
drivers under the age of 25 without being able
to manage the risk through, price, procedure
or product restriction, the safety of Britain’'s
roads is going to get worse,” said Lewis.

“As it stands this bill could result in
unsustainable operating costs for many of our
members and higher rental charges for
consumers.”

Latest Garmin offer for IAM
members

Garmin have just provided us with very
attractive new discounts on four of their most
popular units. Prices are valid through until
Christmas and will be revised in the event that
Garmin alter their own pricing in that time.

Garmin Zumo 660 Motorcycle Sat-Nav

If you are considering purchasing a satnav
unit then take a look at the models and offer
details by visiting www.garmin.com/iam (you
will need to create a simple Garmin account
first if you have not already done so).

Model RRP IAM price Saving
Nuvi 1210 £159.99 £99.99 £60 (37%)

(portable, slim, Bluetooth, safety cameras, AA City Xplorer, UK and
Ireland maps)

Nuvi 1240 £159.99 £109.99 £50 (31%)
(enhanced version of the 1210 with European maps)

Nuvi 1340 £189.99 £129.99 £60 (31%)



(4.3 inch widescreen, lane assist, optional AA maps and xplorer,
Ecoroutes, UK maps)

Nuvi 1390T £259.99 £189.99 £70 (27%)

(enhanced version of the 1340 with Bluetooth, European maps and
Euro traffic alerts and junction view)

Also, IAM riders can now take advantage of
the latest offering from sat nav specialists
Garmin - the Garmin Zumo 660 motorbike
sat-nav unit, which is available to members
for £429.99 — a saving of £120 on the normal
retail price (pictured above).

Explore the open road and enjoy a new
perspective on navigation with the z mo 660
motorbike sat-nav. This rugged navigator is
especially  designed for  two-wheeled
adventures, whether on weekday rides across
town, road trips or rallies. Navigate with
detailed street maps for Europe and smart
route planning, aided by premium features
like Lane Assist, 3D City View and stereo
Bluetooth®. This sleek and smart, yet rugged
navigator pairs the best of Garmin’s popular
ndvi in-car range with road-tested z mo
features developed especially by bikers for
bikers.

AA discount for IAM members
"best ever"

Call today to save up to 30% on all types of
AA Breakdown Membership as an |IAM
member

The AA offer a full range of membership
options to suit you and as an IAM member
you can save a minimum of 25% and up to
30% on AA membership fees.

As an AA member you're covered 24 hours a
day, every day of the year. Join the UK'’s
largest breakdown provider with the
assurance that the AA fixes more cars by the
roadside than any other roadside
organisation.

PLUS you can enjoy two additional benefits
as an IAM member;

- Save 25% every year on your renewal
membership fee.

- Save 25% on the cost of European
Breakdown Cover (you must be an existing
AA member)

Call today. New and existing AA members call
today on 0800 048 0075 and quote “IAM
405".

Wigan Advanced Motorists

We meet at the Plough and Harrow,
Shevington each Sunday morning.
Congregate in the car park at around
09:30am for Motorcycles and 09:45am for
cars.

From the South: Leave the M6 at Junction 26
(M58) and at the Orrell exit, turn left. At the
traffic lights, turn right for Shevington, the pub
is a couple of miles on the left.

From the North: Leave the M6 at Junction 27
(Standish, Wigan) and turn left up the dual
carriageway towards Standish. At the end,
turn right for Shevington, the pub is a couple
of miles on the right.

Car parking is available at the rear of the
building and there is also a public car park on
the other side of the road opposite the pub.

Contact details: Tel: 07071 226693

www.wiganadvancedmotorists.org.uk




