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Welcome to the April/May 2009 edition of the 
group newsletter. 
 
The group continues to tick along nicely with 
an increase in take up of the Skill for Life 
programme being generated mainly from our 
continued delivery of the mature driver 
seminars – a small increase in advanced test 
passes has also been seen. 
 
In this issue I’ve continued with the 
government’s scrappage scheme as I feel it 
relates directly to safety and the environment, 
and to also clarify some of the issues 
surrounding the initiative. One article that I’ve 
included has been taken from a prominent 
Motor Industry magazine and offers an 
alternative view to the current ‘bangers for 
cash’ scheme. 
 
Finally, congratulations to Frank Rigby and 
Umesh Patel who both recently passed the 
IAM Senor Observers Test. Well done! 

 
Simon. 

 

Fancy a Skills Day? 
Teesside Autopark   -   
26th June 2009  

There are still spaces available at the Drivers 
Skills Day at Teeside Autopark on 26 June 09  

 

 

 

and the Driver Skills Day at Mallory Park on 6 
November 2009.  

Further details from:  skillsday@iam.org.uk  

or find details on the IAM website where you 
can book and pay online. 

Learn new skills in a safe environment and 
extend the limits of your driving or riding skills 
under the supervision of experienced 
instructors. 

During an event last year, one member said: 
“Sessions like this stretch you. I had things I 
wanted to try to help me out on the road – the 
event allowed me to do them. I had a great 
day, learned more about both my bike and 
myself and will be booking again!” 

The days are broken into two sessions; one 
takes place in the morning (8:00 until 12:30) 
and the other in the afternoon (13:30 until 
17:00). Both sessions are identical and start 
with a brief presentation, in which participants 
are told how to approach the day and the 
circuit. 

Following the safety briefing participants are 
assigned an instructor who they will share 
with no more than two other delegates. The 
beauty of this approach is that the instructor 
can gauge the participants experience, talk 
through what they want from the sessions and 
a set curriculum according to individual needs 
cornering, braking and use of gears are all 
covered 
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IAM Skills Days are planned to attract drivers 
who wish to improve their road skills. The 
days are not intended to be free for all track 
days. The venue has been carefully chosen, 
not because it is a race circuit, but because it 
offers a very controlled environment away 
from the usual two-way traffic, junctions, 
pedestrians and street furniture. There will be 
no racing, pace making or timing of any kind 
and only road legal cars will be allowed. 
Consequently, if you are looking to improve 
your road skills you will benefit from this type 
of training.  
 
Location 
 
Teesside Autodrome is located on South 
Bank Road, Middlesbrough, TS6 6XH. 
Detailed information can be found on the web 
at: 
www.teessideautodrome.co.uk  
 
the event will use the outer perimeter circuit 
shown on the plan on the website.  

Sober morning after drivers 
still a risk  
Drivers who have no alcohol in their system 
the morning after a night of drinking can be 
equally as impaired as those drivers who still 
have a residual alcohol trace.  

Research commissioned by insurer RSA 
found that drivers were more prone to speed, 
spend longer speeding and committed more 

traffic violations while driving in the morning 
after a heavy night out.  

The study, conducted at Brunel University, 
used 11 students who each drank an average 
of 7.1 units of alcohol the night before the 
test.  

The following morning, at 9am, they 
underwent a trial on Brunel’s driving simulator 
to test their reactions and performance.  

During the 4.7-mile simulator driving test, the 
hungover students drove faster (an average 
of 41.7mph compared to 32.6mph when 
sober), spent longer driving over the speed 
limit (1.2 miles compared to 0.3) and were 
more likely to veer out of lanes.  

Psychologist Dr Mark Young, of the Human-
Centred Design Institute at Brunel, said: “It 
does not matter if a driver has zero or some 
alcohol in their system.  

“They could have a breath test and pass but 
still be impaired.”  

Dr Young said that a significant factor in 
hungover driving is tiredness, with alcohol 
affecting the quality and duration of sleep.  

This then affects attention and concentration 
levels, as well as visual-spatial performance – 
a key skill in driving.  

The scale of hungover driving is huge, with 
80% of drivers questioned in a recent AA poll 
admitting they may have been over the drink-
drive limit the morning after. 

Pothole growth prompts road 
safety advice for drivers and rider 
 
According to a report (30 April 2009) the UK 
has seen a growth of a third in the number of 
potholes as a result of a back-log and under 
funding. Delayed buses, damaged cars or 
worst still, upended two wheelers are the 
unintended consequences, warned the IAM 
(Institute of Advanced Motorists). Visual 
defects such as cracking and deterioration will 
be addressed by a succession of “patch and 
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mend” road works which will do little for 
congestion or road safety. 
 
IAM Chief Examiner Peter Rodger said that 
there are things that individual drivers and 
riders can do to anticipate pot holes, and what 
should happen afterwards. " Be particularly 
conscious of cyclists and motorcyclists trying 
to get past one and give them a suitably wide 
berth. They are entitled to a wobble and 
would appreciate not having a motorist 
attempting to overtake just as they avoid a 
hole in the road. Expect them to react late 
and to change direction sharply and be ready 
– give everyone room while we all cope with 
poor road conditions. Leave plenty of room 
between you and the vehicle in front so that 
you can see the road surface before you drive 
or ride on it.” 
 
If you do hit a pothole accidentally, make a 
point of checking not just the outer tyre wall 
but the inner tyre wall, which may have been 
damaged as a result," said Mr Rodger. The 
IAM recommends that, spotting a pothole 
ahead, you should use your knowledge of the 
damaged road surface to position yourself in 
such a way that you can avoid it.  
 
"But check behind and ahead; don’t drive too 
close to an oncoming vehicle to avoid a 
pothole. Or suddenly pull out to avoid a hole, 
to discover that there is a motorcyclist trying 
to get past you when you do so," said Mr 
Rodger. “Bikers and cyclists need to look well 
ahead and change direction early, so they 
have time to deal with the holes, and their 
movements don’t cause surprise.” 
 
Wet weather makes potholes even more 
dangerous, concealing them under normal 
surface water. If you know that a local road 
has a pothole developing, even if it is not 
visible, try to use a line that avoids it - if it is 
safe to do so. Finally, always make a point of 
reporting a pothole to the local authority as an 
early repair could prevent a future accident. 

Council to leave potholes to 
calm traffic 
An Essex parish council wants to leave 
potholes unrepaired - because they are the 
"original traffic calming measure".  

The idea has infuriated residents in 
picturesque Navestock village who say it 
poses a danger to road users. 

The parish council says it will not report 
potholes to the county council, which is 
responsible for repairing them, for a year to 
see if it leads to cars slowing down.  

It outlined its plan in an article, headlined New 
Thinking Please, in a regular newsletter 
delivered to homes in the village.  

The article, by an unnamed author, urged 
residents to stop complaining about the 
verges and potholes, adding: "Potholes cost a 
lot to repair and that's our rates.  

"Coupled with potholes there is an ongoing 
cry for speed limits. Well, potholes are the 
original traffic calming measure."  

But Roy Tyzack, a 61-year-old former 
Metropolitan Police officer living in the village, 
complained: "It beggars belief that the people 
who are supposed to be acting on behalf of 
the parishioners think it a good idea to put 
people at risk by coming up with such a totally 
crackpot idea.  

"We have a great deal of potholes and since 
the snow and frost, the situation has got even 
worse. I know from my time in the police how 
serious a problem they can be."  
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LPG conversion rates at a 
record high  
The number of vehicles being converted to 
LPG was up 36% on 2007’s figures, with 
17,000 conversions carried out by approved 
installers in 2008 - the highest number of 
conversions in five years. 

Calor's Autogas development executive Chris 
Taylor says the increase is due to a range of 
factors, including cost savings to run an LPG 
vehicle, reduced payback periods and the 
desire to be more environmentally aware. 

“Motorists running LPG vehicles can expect to 
save up to 40% on fuel costs and in many 
cases can recover the cost of a conversion in 
under two years,” explained Taylor. 

The total number of LPG vehicles on the 
roads now stands at around 155,000.  
  

Government denies 'spy in the 
car' plan  
The Government has denied it has any plans 
to introduce a ‘spy in the car’ black box 
system or is anyway involved in its 
development. 

National newspaper reports suggested that 
the Cooperative Vehicle Infrastructure 
Systems (CVIS) project would be used to 
create a European-wide vehicle surveillance 
system. 

CVIS, a £36 million EU initiative, would be 
made mandatory in all new cars and make 
speed cameras obsolete as speeds could be 
constantly monitored, they claimed. 

But, a Department for Transport (DfT) 
spokesman said that it had “absolutely no 
plans to require the installation or use of any 
technology to monitor individual vehicle 
movements” and it was “not involved in any 
work to do so”. 

Instead, the DfT maintained that CVIS was 
simply a “research project” exploring the 

potential of technologies to “assist drivers, 
improve road safety and bring environmental 
benefits”. 

Poll reveals electric shock  
As many as a fifth of Britain's 34 million 
motorists would consider or are planning to 
buy an electric car within the next five years, 
according to a GfK NOP survey for the RAC 
Foundation.  

The poll results should be welcome news for 
the Department for Transport (DfT), which in 
April announced an incentive scheme that 
would see grants of up to £5,000 being 
offered to purchasers of electric powered cars 
from 2011. 

But, the RAC Foundation claim that by the 
Government's own reckoning electric vehicles 
won't be available on the mass market until at 
least 2017, leaving millions of potential buyers 
frustrated. 

“What the Government should be doing is 
improving the road network and encouraging 
manufacturers to refine existing technology,” 
explained RAC Foundation Professor 
Stephen Glaister. 

“That means increasing road capacity to cut 
congestion and CO2 emissions; focussing on 
producing leaner petrol and diesel engines; 
and making smaller and lighter cars.”  

External airbags developed 
for pedestrian safety   
Cars could be fitted with external airbags to 
cut pedestrian deaths and injuries. 
A team, led by crash specialists at Cranfield 
University in Bedfordshire, has devised a new 
design which is fitted under the bonnet. 

If an impact is imminent, the system raises 
the rear edge of the bonnet and releases a 
giant airbag in front of the windscreen. 

It protects pedestrians by pushing up the 
bonnet beneath the windscreen, increasing 
the gap from the engine below so that the 
bonnet absorbs more energy on impact. 
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The angled bonnet absorbs energy, with the 
airbag as back-up "if it's a large pedestrian or 
a small car", said Roger Hardy, who is leading 
Europe-wide research into the idea at 
Cranfield University in Bedfordshire. 

The airbag has been fitted to a Fiat Stilo in 
Italy and initial tests found the risk of fatal 
injury was halved. 

New motorbike test is under 
fire 
The government is under pressure to rethink 
its new motorcycle test following a series of 
crashes in the first few weeks of its use.  
Some instructors blame a new "swerve test", 
which they say is dangerous - particularly in 
the wet.  
Bikers e-mailing BBC News said it could be 
difficult to safely achieve the 50km/h speed 
the manoeuvre required.  
 

 
 
The Driving Standards Agency (DSA) said the 
test was needed to help reduce deaths of 
motorcyclists on the roads.  
It said the test was designed by professionals 
in conjunction with the motorcycle industry 
and 300 trials were carried out before it was 
brought in.  
Jeff Stone, of the British Motorcyclists 
Federation, said: "There is no real argument 
with the actual test, but the DSA really do 
have to take note of 'real world' conditions.  
"A brake and swerve manoeuvre on a wet 
road is fraught with danger for even an 
experienced motorcyclist, so there needs to 

be a safer option for inclement weather 
conditions."  
Mr Stone pointed out that car driving tests 
were postponed in snowy or icy conditions.  
"A motorcyclist's competency can be best 
judged in the dry," he said. "Wet conditions 
introduce a chance element that should not 
be part of the test."  
 
Unsafe acceleration? Phil Woolley, 28, of 
Liverpool, told the BBC News website that he 
recently failed his test after completing the 
swerve slightly below the required 50km/h.  
But the size of test centre sites made it 
difficult to reach the speed without 
accelerating unsafely, he said.  
"Do it at a controlled speed and you will 
almost certainly fail," he said. "Or you just 
floor it as hard as you can and there is a good 
chance you will pass, but also a risk you will 
come off."  
The hazard avoidance manoeuvre was the 
only part of the test he had failed, Mr Woolley 
said.  
"I know I can ride a bike, so it's frustrating," he 
said.  
Barry Kenward, deputy chairman of the 
Driving Instructors Democratic Union, has put 
in a Freedom of Information request to find 
out how many accidents have occurred on the 
test so far.  
He said: "In the dry the test is fine but the 
stopping distance is not enough for the stop 
to be carried out safely when it is wet.  
"I have been riding for 30 years and I would 
not want to do the test they have to do."  
During the test, learners have to reach 
50km/h (31.2mph), then perform a swerve, on 
special test centre tracks. 
But some instructors say that if riders brake 
and swerve at the same time they are likely to 
come off, particularly in the wet.  
The new test was brought in at the end of 
April and in the first three and a half weeks 
there were 15 incidents during the exam, with 
at least one rider left with broken bones.  
The Motorcycle Action Group says it has 
warned the government that the test is unsafe 
and asked for changes.  
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Its national chairman, Paul Turner, told the 
BBC News website the new test had been 
brought in without enough consultation or 
consideration for riders.  
"We don't mind improvements in the test 
which will make for better riders, but putting 
people at risk during the test is ludicrous."  
He said the new test had been very poorly 
implemented as many test centres were not 
ready, and the number of centres had been 
reduced from 200 to 60. 

 
Scrappage scheme proves to be a 
big hit 

The scrappage scheme has proved a big hit 
with consumers. More than 35,000 orders for 
new cars were placed in the first two weeks of 
the scheme's introduction  
 
"Thirty-eight companies have signed up - all 
the major UK car manufacturers and a 
number of other companies. 
 
Under the scrappage scheme, consumers 
can get a £2,000 discount on a new car, 
provided they scrap a car at least 10 years 
old. 
 
The £300m scrappage scheme, announced in 
the last Budget, is intended to boost 
consumer confidence and kick-start demand 
for new cars. 
 
Motorists will be spoilt for choice with 38 
manufacturers taking part in the scheme 
covering all the major brands. 
 
The manufacturers who have signed up to 
take part are: Allied Vehicles, Bentley, BMW, 
Chevrolet, Citroen, Daihatsu, FIAT, Ford, 
Honda, Hyundai, Isuzu, Jaguar, Kia, Land 
Rover, London Taxis International, Mazda, 
Mercedes Benz, MG Motor, Mitsubishi, 
Nissan, Perodua, Peugeot, Porsche, Proton, 
Renault, Rolls Royce, SAAB, SECMA UK, 
Ssangyong, Subaru, Suzuki, Toyota, 

Vauxhall, Volkswagen, Volvo, Iveco Ltd, 
Chrysler, Renault Trucks UK Ltd. 
 
The £2,000 grant is made up of £1,000 from 
government with matched funding from 
vehicle manufacturers. The scheme will 
operate until March 2010 or until the 
government funding has been exhausted. 
 

How to take advantage of the vehicle 
discount scheme 

Contact your local dealer to see if they have 
joined the vehicle discount scheme. They will 
check that your vehicle and the new vehicle 
you want to buy both meet the rules of the 
scheme. When the sale is agreed, the dealer 
will sort out the paperwork and arrange for 
your vehicle to be scrapped. 
 
The discount is deducted from the price you 
pay for the new vehicle and will be shown on 
your invoice when you take delivery of your 
new vehicle. 
 

The rules of the vehicle discount scheme 

The vehicle you trade in and the new vehicle 
you want to buy must meet certain conditions 
for you to be able to get the discount. 
Your vehicle  
The vehicle you are trading in must: 

·  be a car or small van weighing up to 
3,500 kilograms (kg) 

·  be registered in the United Kingdom 
(UK) on or before 31 August 1999 

·  be registered with the Driver and 
Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) 
or Driver and Vehicle Agency 
(DVA) in your name 

·  have been registered to you 
continuously for 12 calendar 
months before the order date of the 
new vehicle 
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·  have a UK address on the 
registration certificate (V5C) 

·  have a current MOT test certificate 
before date of order for the new 
vehicle 

·  have a current tax disc when the 
order for the new vehicle is placed 

The new vehicle  you want to buy must be: 

·  a car or small van weighing up to 
3,500 kg 

·  first registered in the UK on or 
after mid May 2009 

·  declared new at first registration in 
the UK with no former keepers 

When trading in your old vehicle for a new 
vehicle the registered keeper for both vehicles 
must be the same. 
 

Scrappage:  
A monstrous betrayal of quality cars? 
 
Remember when Motor Industry talk was 
about lasting quality, greater longevity, long-
term reliability and so forth? That was after 
those decades of low-tech materials, outdated 
engineering and dismal quality control. 
 
In the last ten to fifteen years, the steady 
onrush of new technologies has produced 
steadfast protection against corrosion, 
stunningly enhanced materials, structural 
design of ever-increasing integrity, and new 
sophistication and fidelity of components. 
 
With all this has come a growing sense of 
product responsibility and a transformation of 
relationships between manufacturers, 
suppliers, dealers and customers. The cars 
that saw out the end of the 20th century were 
quite unlike the crude rust-buckets of two 
decades before, and the generation that 
made and marketed them was dedicated to 
crafting ever better and safer vehicles offering 
greater value. 
 

Now, it seems, it is expedient to change all 
that. The current automotive generation – 
perhaps the same one, but a bit older and 
closer to mortality – is primarily dedicated to 
survival, and the economic desperation that 
ripples through the motor industry has 
produced an uncomfortable moral shift. 
Industry leaders have persuaded our 
government that scrappage offers a way 
through the economic crisis. 
 
But it will be a cherry-picking affair. It’s up to 
each manufacturer to join in, or not. Brands 
can offer scrappage against whichever new 
model they need to shift. The bulk of 
replacement cars will be imports – with a nice 
line of irony. Hyundai, for instance, declared 
that it is “set to clean up”. Good runners and 
shabby wrecks alike will go on the heap. 
There well may be an embarrassment of 
scrap. 
 
Whatever the outcome, the move is a 
monstrous betrayal of the great mass of 
middle rank motoring. Dumping the wrecks is 
sensible, but it is barefaced chicanery that 
motorists throughout Europe should scrap 
excellent cars made in the 90s, cars that 
plainly have years of life left in them thanks to 
all that assiduous progress made by 
technicians and designers at all levels. It is 
ironic that this European scrappage stampede 
should be left by the Germans, whose 
products have for years led the quality 
charge. 
 
The throwaway society is having a spasm of 
wasteful stupidity. Cynicism is back in town. It 
is now suggested that a happy owner of a 
perfectly sound Mercedes diesel estate with 
86,000 miles on the clock, should dump it for 
a footling bribe and spend Heaven knows 
what on a new car. And all for the salvation of 
a debt-ridden motor industry whose over-
capacity, over-production, over-spending, 
over-marketing, over-confidence and over-
reliance on short-term cash flow has much to 
do with its miserable situation. 
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Most scandalous of all is that the £300m 
earmarked for the scrappage scheme will 
come from taxpayers. In effect, we are being 
bribed by the government with our money. 
 
The strongest argument for scrappage is to 
get dirty old vehicle replaced by new, cleaner 
models. More cynicism – this is using the 
ecology card as a sales lever. We all know 
that the real reason is to dispose of 
embarrassing stockpiles. Yet these cars will 
themselves be foreseeably unacceptable in 
cleanliness terms, and if scrappage is now 
accepted as an ecological and economic 
expedient, it is highly likely to remain in the 
administrative armoury. 
 
The presently unsold piles of cleaner cars 
must themselves become targets, and after 
them the next generation too – the electrics, 
the hybrids, the fuel-cell powered. All cleaner 
and safer, but destined for shorter working 
lives. What price then lasting quality, great 
longevity, long-term reliability? 
 
In fact, this is worse than mere betrayal, for 
scrappage is the most dangerous argument 
yet in these dangerous times. It implies that 
the car of the future will be deliberately 
designed and constructed for a limited life. 

£840 fine for mum in double 
yellow trap   
Contractors lifted up a mum's car, painted 
double yellow lines under it and then towed it 
away.  

Stunned Ruth Ducker, 44, was told she would 
have to cough up £840 to get her VW Golf 
back. She protested - but it took two months 

for the council to admit what had happened 
and by then fines had piled up to £2,240. 

It was only when Ruth's MP Kate Hoey took 
up the case that the fines were waived.  

Mum-of-two Ruth, of Camberwell, South 
London, said: "What they did was 
disgraceful."  

A spokesman for Lambeth Council said 
yesterday: "This was an unacceptable case. 
We are very sorry." He said Ruth had been 
offered compensation of £150.  

 
Wigan Advanced Motorists 
We meet at the Plough and Harrow, 
Shevington each Sunday morning. 
Congregate in the car park at around 
09:30am for Motorcycles and 09:45am for 
cars. 

From the South: Leave the M6 at Junction 26 
(M58) and at the Orrell exit, turn left. At the 
traffic lights, turn right for Shevington, the pub 
is a couple of miles on the left. 

From the North: Leave the M6 at Junction 27 
(Standish, Wigan) and turn left up the dual 
carriageway towards Standish. At the end, 
turn right for Shevington, the pub is a couple 
of miles on the right. 

Car parking is available at the rear of the 
building and there is also a public car park on 
the other side of the road opposite the pub. 

Contact details:  Tel:  07071 226693 

www.wiganadvancedmotorists.org.uk 
 

 


