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Welcome to the January 2009 edition of the
group newsletter.

This edition of the newsletter has a number of
items that | would like to draw your attention
to as a speedy reply is necessary to allow for
Gary to make the necessary arrangements if
they are to go ahead — one being the
opportunity to experience a flight in a glider in
a really beautiful part of the country. The
other is to try out a local skid pan to test your
driving skills under adverse conditions.

I've also included information with regards to
a forthcoming mature driver seminar to be
held at the Bolton Arena next March. The
event is free so if you're interested make sure
you book your place early.

Notice is also given of the Wigan Group
Annual General Meeting also to be held in
early March 2009.

As reported in the last newsletter, the group
has been fairly quiet over the festive period —
a mature driver seminar was held at Leigh
Library recently which had over 20 attendees.
These seminars have proved to be very
popular and we intend to continue with them
throughout the year. One area where we
haven’'t had much success, and this appears
to be the case for other groups, is the take up
of the ‘Skills for Life’ programme by young
drivers. This is an area of concern that the
IAM has been trying to address for the past
two years and it's hoped that new initiatives

can be developed that address a major
concern for all interested in Road Safety. |
have included an article that reports a
dramatic increase in drink driving offences
committed by young drivers over the
Christmas period.

Finally, the complete round-up of the groups
2008 activities will now appear in the next
newsletter together with the AGM report.

Lakes Gliding Experience

Have you ever fancied seeing the Lake
District from the air? Well, now you have the
opportunity. We are considering booking a
Trial Flight Day or Evening.

The cost will be around £50 depending on if
we book a meal as well.

Please read text below which was pasted
from their website www.lakesgc.co.uk
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Flying

Your flight will be a basic introduction to
gliding. You will fly in a two-seater glider with
a qualified instructor. Prior to the flight the
instructor will go through some checks to
make sure that the glider is ready to fly. The
instructor will fly the glider for the first part of
the flight whilst it is on tow behind the tug.
Once at 2,000 feet when the rope is released
you will be shown how the controls work and
what effect they have. You can then have a
go at flying the glider (although you don't
have to if you don’t want to - but what a waste
of an opportunity!). Most people are able to fly
the glider from then on until the instructor
takes over to do the last part and the landing.
Feel free to ask any questions at any time. Of
course if you do not wish to take the controls
you can just sit back and enjoy the view.

Briefings

You will receive a briefing before flying and
your instructor will be able to answer any
guestions you may have following your flight.

Cameras

You may like to take a camera with you on
the flight. For safety this should have a
lanyard or neck strap so that the camera
cannot accidentally drop down and jam the
flight controls.

Obviously this is dependant on the weather
and will not be until the spring but would be
well worth the wait.

Again until 1 get some sort of numbers of
interested “aviators” | have not booked
anything. Please contact Gary on
07071226693 as soon as possible.

Gary Whittaker

Skid Control Course —
Speke Aerodrome.

We have the opportunity of offering the above
course with National Car Control Centres.

Many other local groups hold regular events
due their popularity.

The cost is dependant on numbers attending
but breaks down to £67 if 15 attend or £84 if
12 attend. | realise this is not cheap but if it
saves you having a repair bill due to a skid
then it's money well spent, as well as being a
really fun half-day.

The normal cost is £99 per person but
discounts are given to IAM groups.

The itinerary is as follows:

Classroom theory briefing

Instructor skid demonstration

Hands-on skid practice

Instructor braking technique demo ABS
and non-ABS

Hands-on braking technique practice
Timed slalom event — fun with a serious
objective. A chance to put new found skills
in to practice and to go up against their
fellow members.

The centre recommends that 6 people attend
the morning session with 6 attending the
afternoon session; this would be 9 for the
afternoon if 15 members attend. The theory
briefing would take about 20 minutes and
then the members would be taken out 3
people at a time to get hands on practice.

Time inside the car would be about 1hr
40mins therefore the whole session would be
2 hours.



For more information:

www.nccc.uk.com/skid-control.html

Due to the cost | have not booked the event
but will do so if we get enough interest.
Please contact Gary on 07071 226693
(Group contact number) if you are interested.

Gary Whittaker

Young drivers show why
they are such a risk

There was an 11% increase in the number of
drivers under the age of 25 who failed breath
tests over the Christmas period.

Of the 48,214 under-25s who were
breathalysed during the month-long anti-drink
driving campaign, 2,709 tested positive, failed
to provide or refused a breath test.

“There is still a significant percentage of
young people ignoring the fact that drinking
and driving kills,” said the country’s head of
roads policing and chief constable Gwent
Police, Mick Giannasi.

Neil Greig, IAM director of research and policy
added: "We don't want to demonise young
drivers, but IAM research has shown that
young men are more likely to drink and drive
than older motorists.

"These drivers also have a high risk of
crashing and there is a perception among
their peers that they can 'get away with it".

"Young people must be convinced that the
only way to drive is sober and one way to
achieve this is through targeted enforcement,"
added Mr Greig.

More than 9.000 drivers were arrested by
police during the holiday campaign under
suspicion of driving while under the influence
of either drink and drugs.

“Unfortunately, that there are still people out
there who are not getting the message,” said
Mr Gianassi.

“Drink and drug drive collisions not only
devastate the lives of victims and their
families, but they also ruin the lives of the
offenders.”

This year’s operation saw more than 27,000
drivers breath tested following a collision. Of
these, 7.82% were arrested on suspicion of
driving under the influence — up from 6.93% in
2007.

Of the 481 drivers tested using a field
impairment test to determine if they were
under the influence of drugs, more than a
quarter failed and were subsequently
arrested.

“It is clear that some drivers still consider
themselves above the law and are prepared
to put themselves and others at risk,” said Mr
Giannasi.

“Driving under the influence of any substance,
whether it is alcohol or drugs is not
acceptable.

"Alcohol and drugs can impair your ability to
judge speed and distances, reduce
concentration and delay reaction speed.”

(download from www.iam.org.uk)

Kevin Clinton, RoOSPA head of road safety
added: “With more than a quarter of those
who took a field impairment test being
arrested, it shows we have a long way to go
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in dealing with the almost hidden problem of
drug-driving.”

Calling all mature drivers

Drivers aged 50 plus will once again have a
chance to attend a free Mature Drivers
Seminar on Tuesday March 17.

The event, following a series of successful
seminars, will take place at the Bolton Arena
from 10am to 12noon. The seminar will
include a presentation about safer driving and
a copy of the Highway Code will be given out
to each delegate on the day.

The seminars are arranged by Bolton Council
in  partnership with  Bolton Advanced
Motorists. Places are limited and can be
booked by calling Bolton Council's Road
Safety Team on 01204 336465.

Successful places will be confirmed in writing
and will inform delegates of the seminar
programme and directions to the Bolton
Arena.

Additional seminars will take place in June,
September and November.

Bolton Advanced Motorists also offer a free
follow-up driving assessment at a bronze,
silver or gold level. There will be no driving on
the day but places for this assessment can be
booked at the seminar. Assessments are
carried out in the drivers’ own vehicle.

Councillor Nick Peel, Executive Member for
Environmental Services, said: “These free
seminars and the driving assessments are a
great opportunity for mature drivers to
increase their awareness of the changes to
the rules of the road and the latest advice for
safer driving. | would encourage drivers to
take advantage of this event.”

Refreshments will be provided at the event.

ISSUED BY LEENA CHAUHAN, MEDIA
RELATIONS TEAM, BOLTON COUNCIL,
TEL 01204 332238

EMAIL: leena.chauhan@bolton.gov.uk

Drivers who fit registration plates that have an
illegal background to prevent identification by
speed cameras will fail their MOT as well as
face prosecution if new modifications to the
test come into force.

The government has proposed two changes —
one to detect illegal registration-plates and
the other to help reduce the number of
accidents caused by ‘light trailers’ becoming
detached from towing vehicles.

The MoT will include a new check to help
ensure that where a vehicle has a tow bar
that it is not in an obviously unroadworthy
state, or in such condition that it is likely to
become detached from the vehicle under any
circumstances.

Questions over level of
vehicle crime

The true scale of vehicle crime is being
masked because of how offences are
recorded and a change in the way thieves are
targeting cars, it has been claimed.

The latest figures published by the Home
Office reveal a fall of between six and 10% for
the three months to September 2008, based
on police figures and the British Crime
Survey.

But, according to a survey carried out by
Cobra, the true figure is much higher and rose
sharply in the run-up to Christmas.

It claims the discrepancy is down to thieves
targeting homes to obtain car keys and then
stealing the vehicle they belong to, which
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results in the offence being recorded as a
burglary rather than a vehicle crime.

According to insurer esure, 90% of high value
car thefts in 2008 involved the use of the
original keys, with a high proportion of them
stolen from the owner’s home.

And while the Home Office is reporting a fall
in vehicle crime, it indicates a 4% rise in
burglary, with 69,000 cases between July and
September last year.

“Burglary is the easiest way to obtain vehicle
keys,” said Andrew Smith, managing director
of Cobra UK.

“Almost all modern vehicles are fitted with
effective anti-theft systems as standard, but
these do not stop a criminal unlocking your
vehicle and driving away if they have the key.

“Due to the way crime is recorded, it could
suggest that in cases where a vehicle is
stolen after a burglary, this is only recorded
as an offence against the home.”

However, Detective Chief Superintendent
Paul Lambotte, from the Association of Chief
Police Officers Vehicle Crime Intelligence
Service (AVCIS), believes changes to the way
police record such incidents will help.

He said: “While we record the offence as
burglary, it will also be shown in the vehicle
crime statistics.

"I hope that the new figures will give us a
better overall picture when the annual
statistics are released in April.”

Meanwhile, with vehicle crime still an issue for
the industry, Audi scooped the Thatcham
Security Award at the What Car? annual Car
of the Year awards.

Numbers attempting to
evade road tax plummet

Road tax evasion fell by more than 40% last
year, statistics published by the Department
for Transport show.

The annual survey showed just one per cent
of vehicles are not licensed, compared to
1.7% in 2007, and that the Driver and Vehicle
Licensing Agency (DVLA) collected an
estimated 99.1% of all potential revenue from
road tax in 2008.

Transport minister Jim Fitzpatrick said the
small minority of motorists who do not tax and
insure their cars “are a menace on our roads
and are more likely to be involved in wider
criminality”.

The DVLA has put in place a package of
measures which means that road tax is now
easier to pay, but harder to avoid.

This includes:

Making it more convenient for people to
pay their road tax - DVLA's award-winning
Electronic Vehicle Licensing service allows
millions of vehicle keepers to enjoy the
convenience of re-licensing their vehicles
direct with DVLA, online or over the
telephone. The service is now used by
over 40% of customers with over half of all
off road declarations now being made
online or by phone. Customers can of
course continue to use the Post Office too.

Increased enforcement action against
untaxed vehicles.

Introducing powers to wheelclamp and
impound evading vehicles stored in certain
off-road locations.

Putting in place a fleet of vehicles and
static cameras using state of the art ANPR
equipment to detect and support
enforcement action against users of
unlicensed vehicles from a total of more
than 10 million vehicle sightings per year.

Continuing to work in partnership with
local authorities and police partners who
use DVLA powers to operate their own
local wheel clamping schemes, adding
more than 30,000 unlicensed vehicles per
year to the total seized.



Generating approximately one million late-
licensing penalties from DVLA records per
year.

Using debt collection agencies to pursue
more than 40,000 unpaid debts per month
relating to penalities for failing to tax their
vehicles on time.

Is this a dim idea?

A controversial move to turn off some
motorway lights between midnight and 5am
has been criticised by the IAM’s Policy and
Research Division.

The Highways Agency sees this as a way to
reduce light pollution and cut energy
consumption.

The Daily Telegraph recently quoted Neil
Greig, IAM Policy and Research Director, as
saying that thorough research into the effects
of the changes was needed and that the
Highways Agency — responsible for trunk road
lighting - needed to be "more innovative" in its
plans. "Why not use road studs that charge
up in daylight and glow at night, or generate
energy through wind or solar power in more
remote areas?"

He added that good white lining and top
quality reflective signs would be needed in
areas where lights were switched off.

Road safety charity Brake announced its
Road Safety Parliamentarians of the Year in a
ceremony at the Houses of Parliament on
22" January 20009.

Gordon Prentice, MP for Pendle, received the
National Campaigner award for his work in
campaigning to stop the carnage of young
people on UK roads.

Mr Prentice, who recently had his campaign
for graduated licences rejected by the
government, said: "I am delighted to receive
this award.

"The work goes on to make ministers see
sense."

Linda Riordan, MP for Halifax, received the
Community Campaigner award for
campaigning to introduce 20mph speed limits
on local roads, following the death of her
constituent, two-year-old Connor Graham.

“I have tried to raise the issue of road safety —
too often overlooked by people responsible
for transport policy,” said Ms Riordan.

“I never forget that behind every statistic often
lies a tragedy for families, that's why I will
continue to support the work of Brake.”

Uninsured drivers face
new crackdown

New powers to tackle uninsured drivers have
been announced.

If introduced following a consultation, it will
become an offence to keep an uninsured
vehicle - rather than just to drive when
uninsured.

Road safety minister Jim Fitzpatrick said:
"Increased police powers already mean more
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than 400 uninsured vehicles are seized every
day but these tough new measures will leave
uninsured drivers with nowhere to hide."

The DVLA will work in partnership with the
insurance industry to identify uninsured
vehicles.

Once identified as a keeper of an uninsured
vehicle, motorists will receive a letter warning
them that they will be fined unless they insure
it within a set period.

If the keeper fails to insure the vehicle he or
she will be given a £100 fine.

If the vehicle remains uninsured - regardless
of whether the fine is paid - it could then be
seized and destroyed.

Police already have powers to seize and
destroy vehicles being driven uninsured.

The British Insurance Brokers' Association
spokesman Graeme Trudgill said:"It is vital
that the proposed new measures, making it
an offence to keep an uninsured vehicle, are
implemented swiftly and with the full force of
the law so that it can cut straight to the centre
of the UK's lawless uninsured drivers.”

Obama's 'Beast' of a car
revealed

It looks like something out of a James Bond
film.

But the presidential seal on the side marks
this hulking limo out as something not even
the superspy will be able to get his hands on.

These are the first pictures of the new
armoured limousine which will be used to
ferry Barack Obama around.

Nicknamed "The Beast", the Cadillac will
make its debut on 20 January, as part of the
inaugural parade.

It is traditional to show presidential cars off for
the first time in this way.

The Secret Service said the 2009 limo would
provide it with a "valuable asset" in providing
its occupant with the highest level of
protection.

As expected, they are not giving too much
away about the car, but Nicholas Trotta, their
Assistant Director for the Office of Protective
Operations is quoted in their news release:

"Although many of the vehicle's security
enhancements cannot be discussed, it is safe
to say that this car's security and coded
communications systems make it the most
technologically advanced protection vehicle in
the world.”

Observers say the car is likely to include
bullet proof glass, an armoured body, a
separate oxygen supply, and a completely
sealed interior to protect against a chemical
attack.

Some joke the car is so tough it could
withstand a rocket-propelled grenade. Its
tyres are said to work flat, so the vehicle will
keep going even if shot at.

While the car's interior is a closely guarded
secret, there is no doubt "The Beast" has
been kitted out with the best and most up-to-
date equipment.

David Caldwell, a spokesman for General
Motors which makes Cadillac, told the BBC
that the car is made to specifications that the
company is given by the federal government.

"One of the specifications is that we don't talk
about the specifications," he said.

But Mr Caldwell did reveal that the car has
been made in keeping with the design of a
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contemporary Cadillac, and would include a
hand-crafted interior.

When asked if it included such extras as an
iPod dock, he said he could not comment
specifically, but added that the limo would
have "state of the art electronics".

'Coffee makes you see
things'

Drinking too much coffee dramatically
increases the risk of hallucinating, according
to new research.

Healthy young men and women who had
more than seven cups of instant coffee a day
were three times more likely to hear or see
things that were not there.

It is thought that caffeine boosts levels of
cortisol, a stress hormone, reports the Daily
Mail.

The Durham University researchers asked
219 students to document their caffeine
intake, working on the principle that a cup of
instant coffee contains 45mg of caffeine.

Coffee brewed at home contains more than
twice as much, while that from cafes such as
Starbucks can have almost 190mg of
caffeine.

The volunteers were also asked how often
they suffered hallucinations. The high caffeine
users were three times as likely to have had
problems as those who rarely drank coffee.

Large amounts of caffeine also made people
more likely to think they could sense the
presence of ghosts, the journal Personality
and Individual Differences reports.

IAM members and associates enjoy a wide
range of benefits designed to enhance the
value of IAM membership.

The most recent addition IAM members have
been able to benefit from are discounts on
Garmin satnavs and Halfords vouchers.

Garmin is the global leader in portable
navigation devices for cars and motorbikes.
IAM members can choose from a range of
models with European maps, a widescreen
and blue tooth. To take up this offer visit
www.garmin.com/iam and quote  your
membership number.

Another great new benefit is the discount on
Halfords vouchers. Members can now receive
a 10 per cent discount on Halfords vouchers
when spending £50 or more, which can be
exchanged for any of their 15,000 different
product lines. Members can purchase
vouchers using their IAM membership
number.

Wigan Advanced Motorists’

We meet at the Plough and Harrow,
Shevington each Sunday morning.
Congregate in the car park at around
09:30am for Motorcycles and 09:45am for
cars.

From the South: Leave the M6 at Junction 26
(M58) and at the Orrell exit, turn left. At the
traffic lights, turn right for Shevington, the pub
is a couple of miles on the left.

From the North: Leave the M6 at Junction 27
(Standish, Wigan) and turn left up the dual
carriageway towards Standish. At the end,
turn right for Shevington, the pub is a couple
of miles on the right.

Car parking is available at the rear of the
building and there is also a public car park on
the other side of the road opposite the pub.

Contact details: Tel: 07071 226693

www.wiganadvancedmotorists.org.uk




