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Welcome to the October/November 2008 
edition of the group newsletter. 

The Group has been ticking over for the past 
two months with just the usual Sunday and 
mid-week runs taking up much of the time. 
However, I’m delighted to announce that 
Wigan Group was presented with an award at 
the recent IAM National Conference – details 
from Gary below. 

Also, another mature driver seminar was held 
on 28 Oct 2008 with 28 people attending at 
Leigh Library. 

I have two items to draw your attention to. 
The first is directly below, and the other is that 
the annual subscriptions are due in the New 
Year; documentation is posted with this 
newsletter. 

A complete round-up of the year’s activities 
will be included in the next newsletter – until 
then the Committee wish everyone a peaceful 
and happy festive period. 

Simon. 

NOTICE: 
There will not be a drive day on Sunday 28th 
December 2008 due to the proximity of the 
Bank Holidays. 

National Conference Award 
I am pleased to announce that due to 
achieving over 50 passes last year, the group 
was presented with a Group Achievement  

 
Award at the IAM National Conference held at 
Warwick University in October.  The award 
was given to only 20, or so, groups out of 200 
nationally, that also achieved this level of 
passes. By far the biggest factor to this 
achievement is our Mature Drivers 
Programme that we run in conjunction with 
Wigan Council and the Driving Standards 
Agency, which is now being run in 9 of the 10 
Boroughs under the Greater Manchester 
Area. In fact Bolton and Rochdale also won 
Achievement awards due to their level of 
passes helped by our initiative in Wigan.  
 

 
 
The presentation of the award to Gary 
Whittaker (Wigan Group Chairman) by David 
Kenworthy, IAM Chairman, and John Cushion 
from Saffron Insurance. 
 
We were able to achieve the 50 passes 
because of the support and dedication of all 
the Observers who give their time freely both 
on Sunday mornings, regardless of the 
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weather, and on other days whenever needed 
to help run Skill for Life or Mature Drivers.  
 
The group would not run with out their help 
and support I would like to thank all our 
Observers for their dedication to the group 
and to promoting the IAM in the Wigan area.     
 

Gary 
 

Warning over using Morrisons' 
biofuel  
Drivers are being warned that if they use a 
biofuel that has recently gone on sale in 
Morrisons fuel stations they could invalidate 
warranties. 
Industry service maintenance and repair 
expert Motorconsult has issued the warning 
about the new 30% biofuel, called B30, that is 
being rolled out across the network. 

Alan Croft, of Motorconsult, said: “While you 
may think that fuelling your vehicle with this 
apparently greener fuel may appear to be 
good for the environment, it can be anything 
but for your warranty. 

"A majority of manufacturers have said to us 
that using this fuel is not sanctioned for their 
vehicles and would cause the warranty to be 
invalidated. 

"While it may be very tempting to use this 
seemingly greener fuel, especially as it’s 
priced at around the same as conventional 
diesel, we must say to all of our customers, 
please check with us or the manufacturer 
before allowing any of your drivers to use it.” 

A statement from Morrisons said that there 
are warning notices on the orange-handled 
B30 pumps on their forecourts that advise 
customers to check with the vehicle 
manufacturer that the engine is compatible 
with the fuel before filling up. 

The pumps are situated next to the black 
conventional diesel pump. 

Motorconsult said that while the engine may 
run on B30, should a subsequent failure occur 

and the manufacturer is one that has not 
specifically approved the use of the fuel, then 
the warranty almost certainly would be 
invalidated. 

It adds that potential bill to the customer for a 
replacement engine, could run to several 
thousand pounds. 

Manufacturers that have said that B30 is not 
approved include Alfa Romeo, Audi, BMW, 
Chrysler, Fiat, Ford, Honda, Hyundai, Jaguar, 
Mazda, Mercedes-Benz, Nissan, Renault, 
Seat, Skoda, Toyota, Volvo and Volkswagen. 

Vauxhall has approved it for some Vivaro and 
Movano LCVs but with conditions including 
replacement of the fuel filter at 24,000 miles 
and signing a ‘conditions of use’ document as 
well as providing VIN numbers of the vehicles 
intending to use the fuel. 

Peugeot will sanction use of the fuel but says 
that a special dispensation is required to 
ensure that fuel quality standards are 
respected. 

Citroën too, will sanction the fuel but also 
applies special restrictions. 

Swindon speed camera decision 
criticised  
Road safety groups have accused Swindon 
Borough Council of being “reckless” and 
“tokenism” after withdrawing its funding for 
speed cameras. 

The Conservative-run council voted 
unanimously to withdraw the £320,000 per 
year funding from Wiltshire Safety Camera 
Partnership from April 2009. 

But the decision has been met with fierce 
criticism from the Institute of Advanced 
Motorists (IAM) and Brake, the national road 
safety charity. 

"This move by one local authority smacks of 
tokenism - and may fuel public cynicism that 
the priority is saving cash rather than saving 
lives. 
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"To describe revenue from safety cameras as 
a 'tax' is emotive, but not true. 

"Properly placed fixed safety cameras are just 
one road safety tool not a substitute for active 
road policing or long term engineering 
improvements; they should be in addition to 
‘cops in cars', not scrapped," said Neil Greig, 
IAM research and policy director. 

Brake’s senior communications officer Jane 
Whitham added: “Brake wholeheartedly 
opposes this reckless decision. 

"In removing its speed cameras, Swindon 
Borough Council is entering into a very 
dangerous experiment with people’s lives.” 

 

The local authority commissioned an 
independent report, which highlighted 
problems with accidents at junctions, at night, 
among younger drivers and on rural roads. 

“The Department for Transport Annual Report 
published in September also shows that 
nationally only 6% of accidents are caused by 
drivers exceeding the speed limit,” said Peter 
Greenhalgh, the council’s cabinet member for 
Highways, Transport and Planning. 

Among the measures the council is 
considering are educational campaigns, the 
use of vehicle-activated speed warning signs 
and improvements to lighting and sight lines 
at junctions. 

Manchester being 'held to ransom' 
over proposed congestion charge  

Manchester faces a stark choice when it 
holds a referendum next month – vote “yes” 
to a congestion charge or miss out on £1.5 
billion in public transport funding. 

The Department for Transport said that pay-
as-you-drive tolls are “integral” to the city 
receiving additional Government cash. 

And if a majority of residents choose not to 
support the proposals, funding for new tram 
lines, extra buses and more trains will be 
cancelled. 

“If the vote is ‘no’, there will be no central 
government funding,” said Transport 
Secretary Geoff Hoon. 

However, the insistence of a road pricing 
element in Manchester’s proposals has 
resulted in the government being accused of 
“blackmail” by the Association of British 
Drivers (ABD). 

“The government is desperate to bring in road 
pricing and by tying the two together in 
Manchester they are trying to introduce it by 
the back door,” said ABD spokesman Hugh 
Bladon. 

The package of improvements for Manchester 
will cost £2.8 billion, with the Government 
funding £1.5 billion through its Transport 
Innovation Fund (TIF), providing the 
remaining £1.3 billion is financed through the 
introduction of a congestion charge in 2013. 

“We have been clear all the way through the 
process that the application to the TIF is 
reliant on the inclusion of some form of 
congestion charging,” said a spokesman for 
Greater Manchester Passenger Transport 
Executive (GMPTE). 

Under the scheme, drivers will have electronic 
tags fitted to their vehicles with a prepaid 
account where up to £5 a day would be 
automatically deducted as they passed 
roadside beacons on an inner and outer ring 
around the city. 

Drivers would only pay at peak times in the 
busiest direction of travel and those on 
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minimum wages would get a 20% discount for 
at least the first two years. 

 

 

The GMPTE spokesman said: “Without the 
congestion charging element no money will 
be forthcoming from the DfT over and above 
what we would normally receive. 

“That means gradual change and investment 
rather than the step change in public transport 
provision TIF will enable.” 

A spokesman for the Yes Campaign added: 
“There is a simple choice facing people in 
Manchester. 

“A ‘yes’ vote for increased public transport 
alongside a limited, peak time only congestion 
charge, or a no vote, which will mean no 
investment in transport above current 
allocations, no attempt to deal with rising car 
numbers, no attempt to deal with increasing 
congestion on the roads and serious 
overcrowding on public transport in the 
region.” 

Hands-free phone warning  
Five years on from the mobile phone law was 
introduced and drivers are still dying 
'needlessly', according to the Royal Society 
for the Prevention of Accidents. 

The new law making it illegal to use a hand-
held device while driving was introduced on 
December 1, 2003. 

But RoSPA claims that casualty figures show 
that people are still being needlessly killed in 
phone-related crashes. 

"It is disappointing that people are still being 
killed and injured on our roads because 
telephone calls or text messages are deemed 
more important than someone's life," said 
Kevin Clinton, head of road safety at RoSPA. 

"Our advice to drivers is clear: switch off your 
phone when you get behind the wheel and let 
voicemail do its job, and we urge employers 
to make this part of road risk policy." 

Observational research has revealed a 
reduction in the number of motorists using 
mobile phones since 2003, including a fall 
after harsher penalties for breaking the law 
were introduced last year. 

However, there were 25 fatal accidents, 64 
serious accidents and 259 slight accidents on 
Britain's roads last year involving a driver 
using a mobile phone. 

Meanwhile, the University of Warwick has 
revealed that using a hands-free device can 
add five metres to a driver’s braking distance. 

“Our research shows that simply using 
phones hands free is not enough to eliminate 
significant impacts on a driver’s visual 
attention,” explained Dr Melina Kunar from 
the University of Warwick. 

Mr Clinton added: "While the law specifically 
covers hand-held mobiles, research such as 
this means it is wrong to suggest that using a 
hand-free device is safe. 

“Police are able to check telephone records 
when gathering evidence in careless driving 
and dangerous driving cases and use them to 
show someone was distracted. 

"This can lead to tougher sentences, because 
using a mobile phone of any kind while driving 
is likely to be viewed as an 'aggravating 
circumstance'. 

Fewer rogue drivers on the roads  
Fewer motorists are driving without a valid 
licence, insurance or MOT, according to 
results released following a joint police and 
government operation. 
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Compared to a similar operation in 2006, the 
level of drivers stopped without valid vehicle 
tax and the level of those stopped without a 
valid licence fell by half. 

In addition, the level of vehicles stopped 
without a current MOT fell to 1.5% from 4.2% 
and the number of uninsured drivers stopped 
fell from 1.9% to 1.2%. 

"Uninsured drivers add £30 a year to every 
motorist's insurance premium and it is 
estimated that uninsured and untraced drivers 
kill 160 people and injure 23,000 every year,” 
said road safety minister Jim Fitzpatrick. 

Police have been given increased powers to 
detect, seize and destroy vehicles being 
driven without insurance, which resulted in 
170,000 vehicles being removed in 2007. 

"But we know we need to do more which is 
why we are introducing a new offence of 
being the registered keeper of an uninsured 
vehicle which will leave uninsured drivers with 
nowhere to hide," said Mr Fitzpatrick. 

Fifty-two police forces participated in 
Operation V79, in which 6,689 vehicles were 
stopped randomly over a 24-hour period.  

Yellow lines painted around 
parked car  
Contractors painted yellow lines round a 
Leeds man's car while he was away - then 
wardens slapped two parking tickets on it.  

Bar boss Paul McCarthy returned from a 
week-long stay with friends to also find the 
road had been resurfaced except the bit 
under car, reports The Sun.  

Paul, 26, said: "It's laughable. I've written to 
the council to say I've no intention of paying 
the parking fines.  

"I can't believe the workmen have been so 
lazy."  

A Leeds City Council spokesman said: "The 
painting around the car is ridiculous. We will 
be speaking to the contractors to remind them 
to use common sense in future."  

Poor levels of street lighting come 
under criticism  
More local authorities are switching off street 
lights in order to save money and cut energy 
consumption, claims the AA. 

The AA said the policy will lead to more 
crashes and crime.  

“Turning off street lights to save money or 
reduce CO2 may backfire in terms of 
increased accidents and crime. In the dark 
drivers’ reactions tend to be slower and 
stopping distances longer. 

"Street lighting can reduce the risk of crashes 
and their severity,” said AA president, 
Edmund King. 

“Local authorities should consider more 
environmentally friendly lighting rather than 
putting us all in the dark.” 

However, local councils said they were 
working to safeguard the public while cutting 
emissions and costs. 

“Street lighting costs the council tax payer 
hundreds of millions of pounds a year. 

"Councils want to provide value for money to 
local people and it is right that they look at 
ways of lighting the streets that are less 
expensive,” said Paul Bettison, chairman of 
the Local Government Association 
Environment Board. 

“The safety of the streets and local people 
must be at the heart of everything a council 
does. 

"Any new street lighting system must balance 
the need to help the environment with the 
need to keep road users safe. 

“Councils are on the frontline in the fight 
against climate change, and have a 
responsibility to cut carbon emissions which 
are contributing to global warming. 

"Using greener street lighting helps to 
significantly cut Co2 emissions." 
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Christmas drink driving campaign 
launched  
Drivers are being warned that a festive tipple 
could see them end up behind bars this 
Christmas. 
A new hard-hitting £1.6 million THINK! 
Campaign has been launched as the 
Government and police join forces to tackle 
the devastation drink driving causes. 

“Drink driving ruins lives,” said road safety 
minister Jim Fitzpatrick. “Last year 460 people 
died and families across Britain were 
devastated by the menace of drink driving. 

“My message to drivers is clear. If you get 
behind the wheel after a festive tipple you risk 
wrecking your own and other people’s lives – 
don’t do it.” 

Drivers warn other motorists of 
speed cameras using dashboard 
gadget  
Drivers who spot hidden speed cameras will 
be able to alert other vehicles within three 
seconds with the help of a dashboard gadget.  

The device, which exploits a loophole in the 
law, transmits the location of a speedtrap to a 
processing centre. The information is relayed 
to other drivers who have the same 
equipment in their car.  

A vehicle travelling 300 yards behind the 
driver who first spots the trap would receive 
the warning in time to slow down.  

Novus, the company behind the device called 
the Mini Coyote, is taking advantage of a 
legal grey area.  

Police forces sometimes give warnings that 
drivers could be prosecuted for perverting the 
course of justice if they try to alert other 
drivers to speed traps. But there have been 
few successful prosecutions.  

Edmund King, president of the AA, said: 'We 
think it would be extremely difficult to 
prosecute someone for perverting the course 

of justice if they had warned another motorist 
that there were speed cameras ahead.'  

Petrol proves more attractive to 
businesses  

Businesses running cars appear to be 
returning to petrol power, according to new 
research, which also confirms that the 
popularity of electric and hybrid vehicles is 
increasing. 

"One fact that is becoming increasingly 
influential is the significant price difference 
between petrol and diesel. 

"The latter is now so expensive that fuel 
economy has to be significantly better to 
justify choosing a diesel car,” said Rich 
Green, managing director at GE Capital 
Solutions, Fleet Services, which carried out 
the research. 

“Also, the latest generation of petrol vehicles 
has closed the gap when it comes to key 
traditional diesel advantages. 

"Some petrol cars are almost as fuel efficient 
and very near on CO2 output, while their 
general environmental performance at the 
tailpipe is often better overall. 

“For a long time, diesel has been an 
automatic choice when it comes to choosing a 
company car, but increasingly it may become 
the preserve of higher mileage drivers in 
certain vehicles.” 

GE’s research found that 10.7% of 
respondents said their businesses have seen 
an increase in the number of petrol-powered 
cars compared to 12 months ago – while just 
3.0% have seen an increase in diesel. 

Tougher sentences for killer 
drivers  
Prosecutors acting against drivers who 
caused fatal crashes have been told to 
charge defendants with more serious 
offences, ensuring that they will face a prison 
sentence if found guilty. 
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The Crown Prosecution Service Inspectorate 
(HMCPSI) said in a review of the decision-
making, conduct and prosecution by the 
Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) that some 
cases could have been prosecuted with the 
more serious charge of causing death by 
dangerous driving rather than the lesser 
charge of careless driving, which does not 
carry a prison sentence. 

A conviction for causing death by dangerous 
driving carries a maximum 14-year prison 
sentence. 

The review said: “Although inspectors would 
not go so far as to describe them as ‘wrong’, 
these cases could also justify being 
prosecuted as causing death by dangerous 
driving, rather than the careless driving 
selected. 

"It would seem that in these cases 
prosecutors tended to select the lower, rather 
than the higher, of the feasible charges.” 

The inspectors also discovered cases where 
prosecutors had felt there was insufficient 
evidence to prosecute, but which the 
inspectors considered could have resulted in 
a successful careless driving prosecution. 

Stephen Wooler, chief inspector of the CPS, 
said: “There remain a few difficult cases 
where the evidence could have justified a 
prosecution or the selection of a more serious 
charge. 

"Recent legislation and expansion of the 
guidance on these offences make these 
issues less significant in the future.” 

The HMCPSI has now called for the CPS to 
provide prosecutors with more guidance on 
what constitutes dangerous driving. 

The review comes just three months after the 
new offence of causing death by careless 
driving was introduced. 

It also comes six months after new tougher 
guidelines for sentencing drivers found guilty 
of driving offences resulting in a fatality, 
including the new offence of causing death by 
careless driving. 

This should help prosecutors find middle 
ground when they are unsure whether the 
more serious charge would be successful. 

In a statement the CPS said: “There remains 
great public interest in how fatal road traffic 
collisions are dealt with and particular 
concern to see those whose driving causes 
the death of others being suitably prosecuted 
and punished.” 

Woman fails driving test - after 
four gins  
A woman was recently disqualified from her 
driving test after she failed a breath-test - on 
the written section of her exam.  

Monika Cristescu, 20, from Arad, was found 
to be double the drink drive limit after 
admitting she'd downed "only four gins" to 
cope with nerves.  

Police withdrew her licence application and 
banned her from taking the driving theory 
paper until she shows up sober.  

A police spokesman said: "She turned up to 
do the test and a few minutes into it she 
started giggling, talking loudly to the other 
candidates in the room, shouting out the 
answers she was giving and telling them she 
was going to get every question right.  

"An officer walked over to her and 
immediately smelt alcohol and decided to give 
her a breath test.  

"She admitted she had had some drinks 
before to calm her nerves but she needed to 
learn that alcohol and driving don't mix - even 
if it was just the theory part of the test and she 
was not actually on the roads - and an 
example needed to be set to the other 
candidates."  

Euro NCAP calls for action 
after 'poor' whiplash test   
  
Euro NCAP has released the first test results 
for its new whiplash test, showing a 
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high number of new, mainstream 
vehicles scored poorly.  

Whiplash tests were carried out on the front 
seats of 25 passenger cars and only five 
received Euro NCAP’s best score with a 
‘good’ or green result. 

These five cars were the Volvo XC60, Alfa 
Romeo Mito, Volkswagen Golf VI, Audi A4 
and Opel Insignia. 

This green result reflects a state of the art 
performance in whiplash protection. 

Euro NCAP noted the development strategies 
for the good performers, but said it was 
concerned by the “surprisingly low number of 
seats receiving a good result, when these 
cars are newly available on the market”. 

Eight seats of the same 25 were rated as 
‘poor’ or ‘red’ meaning that the seat occupant 
has a significantly higher risk of developing a 
long term injury in the case of a low speed 
rear end collision. 

These cars were the Daihatsu Cuore, Citroen 
Berlingo, Hyundai i10, Citroen C5, Ford Kuga, 
Daihatsu Terios, Peugeot 308CC and the 
Suzuki Splash. 

Some of the seats that received Euro NCAP’s 
worst result, with a ‘poor’ or ‘red’ score, 
provided protection at the lower test severity, 
but yielded excessively at the higher test 
severity leading to a zero score. 

An example of this performance is the 
Daihatsu Terios. 

Three of the eight seats that achieved a ‘red’ 
result were from cars that were awarded five 
stars in Euro NCAP’s adult occupant 
protection rating during 2008 before the 
whiplash test was introduced. 

These cars were the Citroen C5, Ford Kuga 
and the Peugeot 308CC. 

If judged under Euro NCAP’s new rating 
scheme in 2009, the overall rating for these 
vehicles would be significantly affected by the 
low scores received in this test. 

New belt-up campaign launched  
Nearly 40 years after Jimmy Savile’s clunk- 
click campaign, the Government has 
launched a new drive highlighting the 
consequences of not wearing a seatbelt. 

Statistics behind the Think! campaign show 
that one life could be saved each day if all 
drivers and passengers belted up.  
  

Fuel from waste fat   
A multi-million pound chip shop supplier has 
invested in an £100,000 refining facility in 
Gateshead to fuel its fleet of vehicles. 
Henry Colbeck Ltd has 12 cars and 28 trucks 
with a combined usage of 500,000 litres of 
fuel per year on a blend of up to 5% biodiesel 
and 95% mineral diesel. 

Through converting cooking oil collected from 
its customers, Colbeck has realised a saving 
of 20p per litre in tax on its biodiesel element. 

Wigan Advanced Motorists  
We meet at the Plough and Harrow, 
Shevington each Sunday morning. 
Congregate in the car park at around 
09:30am for Motorcycles and 09:45am for 
cars. 

From the South: Leave the M6 at Junction 26 
(M58) and at the Orrell exit, turn left. At the 
traffic lights, turn right for Shevington, the pub 
is a couple of miles on the left. 

From the North: Leave the M6 at Junction 27 
(Standish, Wigan) and turn left up the dual 
carriageway towards Standish. At the end, 
turn right for Shevington, the pub is a couple 
of miles on the right. 

Car parking is available at the rear of the 
building and there is also a public car park on 
the other side of the road opposite the pub. 

Contact details:  Tel:  07071 226693 

www.wiganadvancedmotorists.org.uk 

 


