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Welcome to the August / September 2008 
edition of the group newsletter. 

Sadly, this edition reports the loss of two of 
the group’s former members, Tony Shilladay 
and Sam Wood. Both were great contributors 
to the Wigan Group. Sam’s passing was 
followed very quickly by his wife, Beatrice, 
and the group would like to express 
condolences to both families and to express 
our appreciation of all the hard work that Tony 
and Sam contributed to the group over many 
years.  

I have included a short article for both Tony 
and Sam which have been written by their 
driving colleagues in Wigan Advanced 
Motorists. 

As for the group activities at the moment 
things are a bit quiet with just the weekly 
Sunday runs keeping members and 
associates busy. 

Three members recently attended the IAM 
Annual Conference – I shall be reporting on 
outcomes from this event in the next 
newsletter. 

Finally, two dates for the diary: 

Observer evening – Thurs 30 Oct 2008 

Committee meeting – Thurs 04 Dec 2008 

Both events at the Plough and Harrow 
starting at 7.30pm. 

Simon. 

 
 

T.J.Shilladay 
It is with deep regret we announce the death 
of T.J. (Tony) Shilladay, a long serving and 
valuable member of Wigan Group. 

Tony joined the group in 1991 and soon 
passed his advanced test and became a full 
member. He joined the committee and was 
appointed Associate Co-ordinator, a position 
he held for many years and helped many 
people to pass ‘the test including his wife Jill 
and son Andrew,  who both became members 
of the group. 

In 1995 I became one of the first 12 members 
to take the Senior Observer Test and was 
instructed to return to my group and train 
people to be qualified observers. 

Tony was one of the first to volunteer and was 
put through his paces along with Brendon 
Dunne.  As we were going through the driving 
part of the test with Tony driving and Brendon 
observing Brendon asked to call at home. 

Dutifully as ever Tony obliged and stopped 
outside his house. He then turned to me and 
said “Let us have a bit of fun, O.K. with you?”  
When Brendon got in the car and asked Tony 
to proceed... (At this stage I must point out 
that Tony owned a turbo charged Volvo 480 
of which he was very proud.) Tony did as was 
told and took off like a rocket to Brendon’s 
amazement we were up to sixty in approx 6 
seconds flat.  As he had given me an inkling 
as to his intentions I overlooked the incident 
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and he was granted qualified observer status. 
This was a measure of Tony’s sense of 
humour which all of the group appreciated 
and enjoyed. 

Over the years of active membership, one of 
the other jobs he took on was helping to 
organise the Wigan Motor Show, which was 
no mean task and took up considerable time 
and effort by all involved. 

Apart from driving and shooting, one of his 
other passions was restoring old cars, 
especially Hillman Imps, at one stage not only 
owning Florence (his pet) but Zebedee and 
one he used for bits and pieces. 

Tony was diagnosed with cancer in May 
2004, but it was only at Christmas 2006 that 
symptoms began to seriously affect his quality 
of life and he had to reduce his commitment 
to the Group. Over the ensuing months his 
health continued to deteriorate. 

Tony received tremendous support from 
Wigan and Leigh Hospice at Hindley and it 
was there he passed away on 28th August 
2008. 

Although he was often in considerable pain 
throughout his illness, he retained a positive 
attitude and even managed to come down to 
see his old friends at Wigan IAM around 
Christmas 2007 

He was a great character who will be sadly 
missed by all who knew him. 

Alf Birtle 

Sam Wood 
It is with great regret and sadness that we 
also announce the deaths of Sam and 
Beatrice Wood. Both were involved in a head 
on crash on the Gretna to Stanraer road on 
September 5th.  Sammy died on the way to 
hospital in the helicopter from Cumbria Air 
Ambulance, Beatrice died some three weeks 
later from the injuries she received. The 
double memorial service took place on 2 
October and was very well attended by family 

and friends and comrades from his RAF 
Squadron.   

Sam passed his IAM Test in February 1995 
and became a Group Observer soon after. 

He was a painter and decorator by trade, both 
before and after the war and worked well 
beyond retirement age. He saw active service 
as a wireless operator in 211 Squadron which 
flew Lancaster Bombers on reconnaissance 
missions. Most Sundays he could tell you 
where he was on that particular Sunday, 
during his time on missions during the war. 

One of Sammy’s favourite routes was down   
Lees Lane (off Beacon Fell) mainly because 
there was a chance of pheasant  or two being 
in the middle of the road, I don’t know if any 
were ever caught but it was always wishful 
thinking on Sammy’s mind. 

Under IAM rules Observers have to stand 
down at 80 years old but Sammy was one of 
our most on the ball and likeable observers, 
as bright as a button and with a sharp wit, 
who could pitch his guidance and help to all 
ages and abilities. 

His great passion was fishing for trout or 
salmon and his freezer was always well 
stocked with the proof of his angling skills    

 

Speeding drivers are to be 
banned after second offence 
"The regulations will be enforced by digital 
cameras tracking average speeds over long 
distances"  

Drivers will be banned after just two 
convictions if they exceed the speed limit by 
15mph in urban areas or 25mph on 
motorways under a shake-up of road safety 
laws. 

Tougher penalties, to be announced next 
month, will mean drivers get six points for 
travelling at 45mph in a 30mph area, 55mph 
in a 40mph zone or 95mph on motorways 
throughout Britain. 
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The regulations will be enforced by digital 
cameras tracking average speeds over long 
distances rather than Gatso cameras, which 
record speeds at a single point. 

 

Fuel thefts on the increase 
There has been an increase in insurance 
claims for damage to vehicles caused by 
thieves stealing fuel. 

Direct Line Car Insurance said thieves are 
drilling holes in fuel tanks and draining the 
contents. 

“Four wheel drive cars are particularly 
attractive to thieves because of their large fuel 
tanks and the fact they have greater ground 
clearance making access to the fuel tank a lot 
easier,” said a spokesman. 

“When full, many 4x4s can contain around 
£80 worth of unleaded petrol and £100 of 
diesel. 

 

Daytime running lights by 2011 
All new cars and LCVs will have to be fitted 
with “daytime running lights” from 2011 if 
proposals from the European Commission are 
agreed by the European Parliament. 

Such proposals have been strongly opposed 
by carmakers who claim forcing cars to have 
their lights on will increase fuel consumption. 

The move has also been opposed by 
motorcycle, pedestrian and pedal cycle safety 
groups who claim that it will make it harder to 
spot other road users if all vehicles have their 
headlights on. 

However, to overcome these, the Commission 
has used its authority to write UN vehicle 
regulations into EU law to make the change. 

EU industry Commissioner Günter Verheugen 
said: “The introduction of daytime running 
light for cars, trucks and buses makes them 
more visible, which will increase road safety.” 

Countering potential opposition, he said such 
lights used 25-30% of normal headlight 
energy consumption, and when LED (light 
emitting diode) lamps are used – this falls to 
10%. 

 

Valeting tricks revealed 
"Mayonnaise can be great at getting rid of 
road tar stuck to tyres or paintwork. "  

-  The Avis valet team is sharing its top 
cleaning tips for the very first time: 

-  Mayonnaise can be great at getting rid of 
road tar stuck to tyres or paintwork.  

-  Try using cooking oil on paintwork and 
tyres, or to remove the black marks left by 
stubborn brake dust on wheel arches. It’s also 
great for getting rid of bird droppings, or 
splattered bugs on your windscreen.  

-  Baking soda is excellent at lifting any kind 
of stain or mark; dab onto the interior and 
leave for about 20 minutes before rinsing off, 
to leave a lovely fresh smell.  

-  Use white vinegar on windscreens for 
crystal clear visibility as vinegar stops dust 
and smears collecting on the glass.  

-  Wrap an ice cube in a cloth, or pop some 
into a freezer bag, and hold over chewing 
gum stuck to car seats. The gum will 
eventually break off with no sticky residue.  

-  Linseed oil – you can use this for cleaning 
leather upholstery in your car as it both cleans 
and softens the leather.  

-  Sticky tape – use this to remove any hidden 
dust particles from the seat fabric, the tape 
lifts the dust off whereas a brush would simply 
push it in deeper.  

 

Super fuels ‘not worth the money’ 
 "Super fuels don’t save you money, improve 
your car’s performance or save the 
environment "  
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-  Super fuels not worth the extra money says 

Which?  

-  Oil companies defend the products and 

criticise magazine test  

-  There are some benefits of these more 

expensive fuels  

Fuel producers have hit back at a test of high-
octane fuels, which suggested that these 
more expensive ‘super’ fuels offer few 
additional benefits. 

According to Which? Car magazine the fuels 
“don’t save you money, improve your car’s 
performance or save the environment”. 

However, BP said that it stands over the 
claims of the benefits of its Ultimate fuels. 

It also criticised the magazine’s tests, which 
only used three mainstream models - a Ford 
Focus, Renault Megane and Volkswagen 
Golf. 

“It is simply not possible to obtain a reliable 
comparison of the fuels based on short-term 
tests with one or two vehicles,” said a BP 
spokesman. 

“BP Ultimate has been tested over many 
thousands of miles using different makes and 
models of cars, engine sizes and older and 
newer model vehicles. 

"All testing by BP is carried out in accordance 
with industry standard test procedures and a 
significant amount of this testing has been 
conducted by independent laboratories.” 

Fuels such as BP’s Ultimate, Shell’s V-Power 
and Tesco’s Super Unleaded are more 
expensive at the pumps but are promoted as 
being able to optimise a car’s economy and 
increase power. 

Which? Car compared the three super fuels 
against standard fuels. 

It found that Shell V-Power gave a 1.6-litre 
Ford Focus a “marginal power increase” and 

that Tesco Super Unleaded actually 
decreased the power of the Focus. 

In response Shell said: “Shell V-Power has 
been designed for those drivers seeking 
petrol that gives them improved vehicle 
performance and responsiveness. 

"Shell V-Power's unique formulation includes 
a friction modifier, an octane rating of 99 RON 
and a powerful cleaning formula designed to 
prevent power-robbing deposits forming.” 

Corresponding with the oil companies’ 
assertions that highly tuned models will 
benefit most from high-octane super fuels, the 
magazine found that Volkswagen’s 
supercharged and turbocharged Golf 1.4-litre 
TSI “responded well to Shell V-Power, but 
there was little to choose between super fuels 
and ordinary petrol on economy and 
emissions”. 

The magazine also said that “economy and 
performance of the Renault Megane 1.5-litre 
diesel were both slightly worse using BP 
Ultimate diesel, the super fuel furthest from 
the marketing claims in the test”. 

Which? also said that each super fuel “had 
only a marginal effect on the emissions of 
measured pollutants”. 

Editor Richard Headland, said: “For many 
cars it’s a waste of money paying over the 
odds for so-called super fuels. The standard 
fuels we tested were all up to the job.” 

 

Study finds legal drivers bullied by 
aggressive tailgaters 
"It found that 93% of the motorists were 
tailgated by other road users when driving in 
accordance to the Highway Code. The study 
also revealed that 40% of drivers following the 
Highway Code were either over or undertaken 
by other motorists."  

Motorists who adhere to speed limits are 
often bullied by aggressive drivers trying to 
force them to speed up. 
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Following drivers will tailgate in an attempt to 
force the other motorist to go faster, a new 
study has found. 

The evidence from research into driver 
behaviour carried out by TRL – the Transport 
Research Laboratory – and Direct Line 
Insurance showed a fourfold increase in 
tailgating incidents when motorists were 
driving at the maximum legal limit. 

The observational study monitored the 
response of other drivers to motorists driving 
to the letter of the law. 

It found that 93% of the motorists were 
tailgated by other road users when driving in 
accordance to the Highway Code. 

The study also revealed that 40% of drivers 
following the Highway Code were either over 
or undertaken by other motorists. 

The study showed raised heart rates by these 
drivers when tailgated, suggesting that many 
drivers become stressed and emotionally 
upset as a result. 

“Causes for tailgating may be ascribed to a 
number of factors, from drivers being unaware 
of their own unsafe driving behaviour, to 
frustration with the lead vehicle for driving at 
the national speed limit and is therefore an 
attempt to speed them up,” said Dr Nick 
Reed, senior human factors researcher, TRL. 

“It’s also possible the current two-second rule 
could be encouraging it, as many drivers may 
find other cars pulling in between them and 
the car in front when leaving a two second 
gap. 

"This in turn, may cause frustration and 
discourages drivers to keep their distance.” 

 

Four-fold rise in speeding income 

The government has come under fire after 
revelations that revenue from speeding tickets 
has quadrupled since Labour came to power. 
 
Home Office figures show that 1.8 million 

tickets are being issued each year, or 4,850 
every day, compared to 713,000 in 1997. 

As a result, the amount of money raised in 
fines has gone from £28.5 million in 1997 to 
£106.4 million in 2006 – a 400% increase. 
 
The rise in revenue coincides with a big 
expansion in the speed camera network. 
 
The figures have been attacked by the 
Conservative spokesman for police reform, 
David Ruffley, who obtained them. He 
accused ministers of treating motorists as 
‘cash-cows’. 
 
“The number of tickets issued for speeding 
has increased 150% under Labour,” Mr 
Ruffley said. 

“Coupled with an increase in the basic 
speeding fine [from £40 to £60 in 2000], 
speeding tickets are now raising over £100 
million a year for the government. 
 
“Ministers need to tell us what they are doing 
with this £100 million a year taken from 
motorists. How much is actually put back into 
practical road safety that does not involve the 
use of roadside and hand-held speed 
cameras? 
 
“Ministers’ failure to answer that question 
confirms the view that for this government the 
British motorist is ‘a nice little earner’,” he 
added. 
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Mr Ruffley asked whether Labour was using 
speeding tickets to raise revenue rather than 
make roads safer. “Using speed cameras as a 
cashcow undermines public confidence. 

The government needs to rethink ways of 
improving road safety, including cracking 
down on uninsured drivers.” 

Speeding statistics 

1997: 713,000 speeding tickets issued raising 
£28.5m in revenue.  

2006: 1.8 million speeding tickets issued 
raising £106.4m in revenue.  

2000: 1,935 roadside speed cameras and 173 
mobile speed traps.  

2008:  5,562 roadside speed cameras and 
2,373 mobile speed traps.  

 

New motorcycle cover 

Dayinsure.com has launched a new service in 
motorcycle insurance, which offers short-term 
cover purchased by the day.  
 
In partnership with Chaucer Insurance, 
Flexirider allows bikers to get temporary 
insurance cover to enable them to use 
another bike, to ride home a new bike or to 
insure another person to ride their own bike. 

 

New law targets foreign drivers 
Foreign drivers who break UK road rules face 
fines and the immobilisation of their vehicles 
under new proposals. 

Road safety minister Jim Fitzpatrick said the 
new system would ensure that drivers from 
outside the UK would no longer be able to 
escape punishment for offences on British 
roads. 

Under the plans, the Police and the Vehicle 
Operator and Services Agency (VOSA) 
would, from next year, have powers to collect 
on-the-spot penalties from anyone without a 
satisfactory UK address. 

They would also be able to issue penalty 
points. 

VOSA examiners would have the power to 
issue fixed penalty notices to hauliers for 
offences such as breaking driver hours, 
weight or safety regulations. 

As well as the penalties, the measures will 
allow the police and VOSA examiners to 
immobilise any vehicle prohibited from 
continuing its journey as a result of the driver 
breaking rules. 

Mr Fitzpatrick said: “These tough new 
measures mean non-UK drivers who break 
our laws will find themselves in a similar 
position to UK drivers who are either issued 
with a fixed penalty notice or prosecuted in 
court. 

 

Danger alert behind the wheel 
"The most common habit was found to be 
eating and drinking at the wheel (41%), 
followed by driving while tired (28%)."  

Nearly two-thirds of drivers (65%) engage in 
dangerous activities while behind the wheel. 

Surveying the behaviour of more than 1,000 
drivers over the month of June, Sainsbury’s 
Car Insurance also found that distracting and 
potentially dangerous habits are on the rise, 
up 3% on last year. 

The most common habit was found to be 
eating and drinking at the wheel (41%), 
followed by driving while tired (28%). 
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Nearly a fifth of drivers admitted to excessive 
speeding (17%), as well as driving while 
wearing inappropriate footwear or no shoes at 
all (17%). 

Men were found to be more prone to juggling 
activities behind the wheel than women. 

 

Puddle splash driver fails test 
A manchester mum recently failed her driving 
test after she accidentally splashed a  man at 
a bus stop when she went through a puddle. 

Michelle Kelly, 31, was told by the examiner 
that it was technically a crash and she should 
have exchanged details with the pedestrian. 

She told the Daily Mirror: “Apparently it 
constituted a traffic offence and he was 
treating it as a road accident. It wasn’t as if I’d 
deluged this pedestrain. If I’d swerved to 
avoid the puddle I might have caused an 
accident”. 

She added: “I spoke to a firm of driving 
instructors with 60 years’ of experience and 
they’d never heard of it”. 

The Highway Code does not mention 
splashing pedestrians but Rule 147 says “be 
careful of and considerate to all road users”. 

Michelle, who has taken her test three times, 
said she now faces a £100 bill to retake. The 
Driving Standards Agency said it is 
investigating. 

Compulsory eye checks for all 
drivers 
News that all drivers – commercial and private 
– will have their eyesight tested at least once 
every fifteen years has been welcomed. 

The Federation of Manufacturing Opticians 
confirmed that the tighter legislation will be 
introduced to ensure that all motorists’ 
eyesight is adequate for driving. 

Delegates at a recent seminar were told that 
legislation, passed in the EU Parliament in 
2006, is set to be introduced in 2011. 

The current proposal is that holders of 
commercial licences will have to have their 
eyesight tested every five years, and holders 
of private licences every ten to fifteen years. 

Each EU country has until 2013 to transpose 
the directive into national law. 

Mark Raines, director of corporate and retail 
development for Specsavers said “The only 
eyesight requirement of drivers at the moment 
is that they can clearly see a number plate at 
twenty metres in front of them, and this was 
passed in the 1930s. 

“Driving today requires so much more, 
including good peripheral vision and the 
ability to refocus between different distances 
such as from driving instruments in the car to 
objects on the outside road.” 

“Any directives that ensure a driver’s eyesight 
is good enough for driving is excellent news”. 

 

Facelift for Britain’s 40-year-old 
road signs 
The government has launched the biggest 
review of British road signs for forty years. 

Transport Minister, Rosie Winterton, called on 
fleet managers, company car drivers, private 
motorists, cyclists, pedestrains ands road 
organisations to have their say in how 
Briatin’s streets will look in the future. 

The review is aimed at ensuring that traffic 
signs use the latest technology, help to cut 
congestion and emissions. and keep traffic 
moving saving and efficiently. 

It aims to provide authorities with new powers 
to reduce street clutter and ensure out of date 
signs are removed. 

New sign technology will also be considered 
that provide better information, such as up-to-
date travel news. 

“Road conditions have changed dramatically 
over the years – and road signs need to keep 
pace with that change to provide the best 
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information possible to all road users” said Ms 
Winterton. 

“It is vital we help motorists, cyclists and 
pedestrians understand how to use our roads 
– improving road safety and helping to reduce 
congestion and CO2 – without cluttering our 
streets with unnecessary signs”. 

AA President Edmund King welcomed the 
review, saying: “Clear, concise, relevant road 
signs help reduce congestion, CO2, frustration 
and accidents”. 

“Confusing signs do the opposite so we 
welcome a root and branch review of the UK’s 
traffic signing system and will seek the views 
of AA members to help the Department for 
Transport come up with signs fit for the 21st 
century”. 

 

Dangers of texting while drivng 
revealed 
New research has graphically revealed the 
dangers of texting behind the wheel. 

It found that the effects of writing, reading and 
ignoring text messages impairs driving skills 
more than being drunk or ‘high’ on drugs. 

Despite the dangers, 48% of UK drivers aged 
18 to 24 admit to texting whilst driving. 

The first UK research into the effects of 
texting while driving, was carried out for the 
RAC Foundation by TRL, used a driving 
simulator to look at the effects of writing, 
reading or ignoring text messages on the 
driving skills of 17 to 24-year-old motorists. 

In all key measures of driving performance, 
the motorists who were texting while driving 
were badly affected. 

It found that their reaction times deteriorated 
by 35%. This was worse than alcohol at the 
legal limit and driving under the influence of 
cannabis. 

The research also found that drivers drifted 
out of their lane more often and their ability to 
maintain a safe following distance fell. 

Steering control was 91% worse, compared to 
31% when under the influence of cannabis. 

Comparing the level of distraction caused by 
texting to previous TRL studies into the 
impairment effects of drugs, alcohol (at the 
legal limit) and speaking on a mobile, the 
report concludes that texting had the greatest 
impact on lane positioning; and the second 
greatest impact on reaction times, second 
only to using a hand-held phone, making 
texting while driving more risky than driving 
while on drugs or under the influence of 
alcohol. 

 

Wigan Advanced Motorists  
We meet at the Plough and Harrow, 
Shevington each Sunday morning. 
Congregate in the car park at around 
09:30am for Motorcycles and 09:45am for 
cars. 

From the South: Leave the M6 at Junction 26 
(M58) and at the Orrell exit, turn left. At the 
traffic lights, turn right for Shevington, the pub 
is a couple of miles on the left. 

From the North: Leave the M6 at Junction 27 
(Standish, Wigan) and turn left up the dual 
carriageway towards Standish. At the end, 
turn right for Shevington, the pub is a couple 
of miles on the right. 

Car parking is available at the rear of the 
building and there is also a public car park on 
the other side of the road opposite the pub. 

Contact details:  Tel:  07071 226693 

www.wiganadvancedmotorists.org.uk 

 


