JV aon VY B 4 |

DRIVING ROAD SAFETY

Wigan Advanced Motorists

Registered Charity No. 518387
Newsletter 312

Welcome to the June/July 2008 edition of the
group newsletter.

This edition of the newsletter has two articles
from Mike Smalley, motorcycle observer, with
several other items relating to new legislation,
road safety, and forthcoming events.

Activities over the past two months have been
associated with the continuation of the mature
driver seminars and the delivery of drive
assessment checks for those in attendance
and who wish to have their driving standard
and ability checked by one of the group
observers — a number of drivers having had
their current driving assessed have since
joined the *‘Skill for Life’ advanced driving
programme.

Numbers of current associates have dropped
recently due to our continued excellent record
of advanced driving test achievements — this
has led to low numbers of associates in
attendance on Sunday morning’s. As a result,
the group can offer members the opportunity
to have their driving re-assessed especially if
you passed your advanced test several years
ago — this would also be an opportunity to re-
acquaint yourself with the group and to meet
other members — contact details on back
page.

Simon.

Drivers and riders who do not report serious
health conditions could be driving illegally.

If drivers/riders fail to disclose important
information to the DVLA, particularly about
medical conditions, their driving licences
could be invalid.

There are a number of circumstances where
the DVLA can revoke a driving licence.

All drivers are required by law to notify the
DVLA of any medical condition which may
affect their fitness to drive, but many drivers
are failing to report this and could be using
the roads illegally.

When the DVLA is notified of any medical
issues, a full investigation is carried out
before the motorist is deemed fit to continue
with their licence.

Other circumstances include lack of
awareness of the new Drivers Act, which
states that a new driver must serve a
probationary period of two years when they
become qualified.

Motorists who accumulate six or more penalty
points during the first two years of driving will
automatically have their licences revoked by
the DVLA.

Also, many young, newly qualified
drivers/riders do not realise that they have to



serve a probationary period and therefore fail
to surrender their licences if they receive
more than six points in that time frame

"In the event of an accident the driver's
insurance would be void costing both parties
financially, let alone any potential hazards to
other road users."

NOVEMBER 28 - DECEMBER 7

Thursday November 27 is for Trade only

Tickets for the 2008 International
Motorcycle and Scooter Show are now on
sale. Offering the largest showcase of
manufacturers and all things bike related,
it's the best place for riders to test ride the
bike of their dreams and non-riders to get
on two wheels for the very first time.

The 2008 Show promises another dazzling
combination of brand new motorcycles,
fantastic interactive features, and an
incredible array of stands showcasing all the
best biking gear and accessories. Visitors will
be able to try out many of the best bikes on
specially constructed circuits, with even those
as young as five years old able to get on two
wheels.

With many of the biggest names in
motorcycling, including Harley-Davidson,
Honda, Yamaha, Suzuki, and Kawasaki all
already confirmed, the 2008 International
Motorcycle and Scooter Show is once again
set to offer the perfect day out for everyone

from the bike-mad to the casual two-wheeled
enthusiast.

Public opening times:
Preview Day November 28 9am - 6.00pm
November 29 — December 7 10am - 6.00pm

*Advance Ticket prices

Oxford SNUG Promotion :

Adult only - £18.00 Valid for entry to the show
from 29th November ONLY.

(promotion closes on November 26 at 5pm)

Preview Day: Adult & Over 60 £28, Child 11-
16 £5.00, Child under 11 free (require a
ticket)

Public Days: Adult £15, Child 11-16 & Over
60s £5.00, Child under 11 free (require a
ticket, Family (2 Adult/ 2 Child 11-16) £35.00

On the door prices (from 5.00pm 26th
November):

Preview Day: Adult & Over 60 £28, Child 11-
16 £5.00, Child under 11 free (require a
ticket)

Public Days: Adult £17, Child 11-16 & Over
60s £5.00, Child under 11 free (require a
ticket), Family (2 Adult/ 2 Child 11-16) £40.00

*Closing date for all Advanced Bookings is
26th November at 5pm

Drivers causing a fatal crash by momentarily
looking at a map, adjusting their sat nav or
talking on a hands-free phone could end up
with three-year jail terms under new
sentencing guidelines.

The Sentencing Guideline Council has set in
place recommended maximum tariffs for
judges and magistrates when sentencing
drivers causing death by dangerous driving
and death by careless driving, and has



clarified which behaviours constitute each
charge.

Particularly relevant will be the charge that
speaking on a hand-held phone or prolonged
reading or sending of a text message
represents ‘gross avoidable distraction’
resulting in prosecution under death by
dangerous driving and a maximum possible
seven-year sentence.

The council states that ‘ordinary avoidable
distractions’, such as reading or adjusting the
controls of electronic equipment such as a
radio, hands-free mobile phone or satellite
navigation equipment should carry a lesser
three-year tariff.

However some believe that the sentencing
does not go far enough.

Brake chief executive Mary Williams said:
"Despite the Road Safety Act 2006 and its
efforts to sort out the mess that is our
inadequate road traffic charges, we are still
left with an inadequate charge structure and
inadequate maximum penalties.

“While we welcome the fact that more drivers
who commit offences and kill will hopefully
now be imprisoned, the law is still woefully
lenient to tackle drivers who kill and maim
through their own actions with catastrophic
consequences for families."

The guidelines also set out tougher penalties

for drivers without insurance causing a death

on the road — an issue particularly pertinent to
grey fleet drivers trying to save money by not

insuring their cars for business use.

The guidelines state: “Where death results
from an offence involving driving unlicensed,
disqualified or uninsured, the maximum
sentence possible is two years.”

Driving licence loophole
closed

Loopholes that have allowed drivers
disqualified in one country to apply for a new

clean driving licence in another are rapidly
being closed.

Following on from a recent announcement
that there will be mutual recognition of
disqualifications between Ireland, Northern
Ireland and Britain, the European Court of
Justice (ECJ) has ruled that motorists who
have had their licences confiscated by a court
cannot apply for a driving permit in another
foreign EU country.

This loophole was being exploited by German
drivers who had been disqualified and were
then applying for and securing a replacement
in the Czech Republic.

Because there is mutual recognition of driving
licences across the EU, the disqualified
drivers were able to drive again in Germany.

In a case involving the regional government of
Baden-Wiurttemberg, the ECJ ruled:
“Germany may refuse to recognise those
licences if...those nationals were not normally
resident in the Czech Republic when those
licences were issued.”

The ruling means British drivers losing their
licence in the courts here cannot apply for a
new licence in a country where they do not

live.

VOSA statistics have revealed first-time
MOT failure rates in the UK are higher than
in other European countries.

The figures, obtained by the Institute of
Advanced Motorists Trust (IAMT), show there
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was a 21.6% MOT failure rate recorded last
year.

More than 271,000 of the test failures were
due to lighting faults that could have been
remedied quickly by anyone with basic
mechanical knowledge, according to the
IAMT.

Car manual publisher Haynes said the figures
showed consumers could benefit from access
to basic car maintenance information and
products before submitting cars for a test.

"It takes very little time to check a car over
before submitting it for an MOT test,” said a
spokesman.

“Basic faults such as lights not working, worn
wiper blades and insufficient tyre tread depth
can easily be sorted out before the test. This
is invariably cheaper than having your car fail
the MOT test.”

Thirty minute countdown to
holiday rows and road rage

With schools out and temperatures set to rise,
millions of British families are taking to the
roads to reach holiday destinations, but new
research from MORE TH>N insurance
reveals that almost two-thirds of drivers will
lose their cool within just 30 minutes of being
on the road.

A further 20% will be using abusive language
or hand signals towards fellow road users as
sunshine-induced stress takes a hold.

To help road users avoid getting embroiled in
travel tantrums, MORE TH>N has identified
the UK’s argument hotspots and the routes
where blood is most likely to be boiling.

These include:

* The M5 around Exeter as drivers head to
the beaches of Devon and Cornwall * The
M56 between Ellesmere Port and Chester as
drivers from the North head to the North

Wales coastline * The M55 as sunseekers
head to Blackpool * The A66 near Penrith as
visitors flock to the Lake District * The A149
outside King's Lynn as Midlanders head to
the Norfolk coast

As a result, 59% of drivers admit to feeling
apprehensive ahead of long car journeys,
while 63% say they've been intimidated and
even threatened by other drivers.

No-where is this more true than in London,
the Midlands and Wales, which have been
revealed as harbouring some of the most
frightening road users.

Even in regions with the most placid drivers
such as East Anglia and the North East, over
half of all drivers feel threatened.

From this year the ‘National Conference’ is
replaced by two separate events one for Cars
and another for Motorcyclists to better reflect
the differing needs of each discipline. The
Motorcycle Conference took place at Warwick
University opening as may be expected with
an introduction from the 1AM Chairman David
Kenworthy. Expect a detailed report in the
IAM Magazine, some of the points will include
the recruitment of trustees from within the
membership, the reason behind the proposal
to increase of fees by over £10, work being
done to further the road safety aims including
pedal cyclist training and the publication of
information on the website of motoring facts
and driving tips.

Presentations include serious topics such as
‘the future of Motorcycling’ given by Karen
Cooke MCIA and a motorcycle simulator
being produced by Nottingham University, to
the less than politically correct presentation
(but extremely amusing — so that’s all right



then!) by Geoff Hill on his motorcycle ride
from Chile to Alaska.

Interestingly amongst all the statistics (which
can be made to say anything!) | noted that
Car membership was in decline but
Motorcycle Membership is on the increase —
currently 14% and climbing. Other statistics
demonstrated the difference between cars

and bikes with respect to fatalities and serious

injuries (4 times safer in a car).....l have to
admit to taking such figures with a little pinch-
of-salt as they tend not to include distinctions

such as miles travelled, protection afforded by

the vehicle, driver attitudes etc etc

Two things of worth | noted were: less than
60% of members have given an e-mail. The
IAM gives an undertaking not to use these for
marketing and members are missing out on a
useful source of information. — If you haven’t
already then please give a contact e-mail
when you next renew your membership.

The other thing | noted was an initiative to
assist Observers. Those of you who have
gone on to take Observer training will be
familiar with the acronym ‘IDEALISM’. The
proposal is to change to ‘ABC-Harley-D’. This
presents a more structured approach to
briefings; a video is available giving a
demonstration. For you Observers — ask one
of your committee members to explain.

Mike

The £23,000 oil change

A motorist sent his Lamborghini on a 6,500
mile round-trip to London for an oil change -
at a cost of more than £23,000.

The £190,000 vehicle was loaded on to a
scheduled flight from Qatar to Heathrow,
before being flown back to the Middle East
owner.

The Murcielago LP640, a two-seater coupe,
features in the latest Batman film The Dark
Knight, reports the Daily Telegraph.

The car's 6.500 miles journey sparked
outrage from environmental groups.

One said the owner - thought to be a wealthy
Sheikh - had a 'carbon crater' rather than a
carbon footprint.

According to reports, the black and gold car
cost £3,552 to service at an approved dealer,
plus around £20,000 to freight to Britain and
back.

Friends of the Earth transport campaigner
Richard Dyer said the trip was "ludicrous".

"We urge the individual to get their car
serviced closer to home," he added.

However David Price, of Lamborghini Club
UK, said the way the owner chose to have his
car serviced was up to him.

"I'm not surprised. Thankfully the age of
excess in some areas continues," he said.

Sunday Ride out - 29 June 2008
LAKES RUN

Ride Organiser. Gordon Campbell
Ride leader: John (& Val) Wood

Leaving The Plough and Harrow, Shevington
at 08:45 the group of seven bikes took the M6
to Junction 33 following the A6 north through
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Lancaster and Carnforth pick up the A691 to
Windermere. A short ferry crossing took us to
Hawkshead for a coffee and light refreshment
before moving on to Coniston then through
Langdale to our main objective, the famous
Wrynose pass and Hardknott Pass.

Lunch time saw us in the Screes pub at
Nether Wasdale having a well-earned meal
before a ‘photo-opportunity’ on the banks of
Wastwater. Our return journey took us over
Ulpha Fell before dropping back along the
A590 eastward. Passing so close to Kirby
Lonsdale we called at Devils Bridge for a
coffee, returning by way of the A682 Long
Preston and the A59 past Clitheroe to
Preston, arriving home at approximately
18:00 Total distance 230 Miles

Personal Reflection: The day went well and
was enjoyed by all. While threatening the
weather held off (and brightened up in the
afternoon), this most likely contributed to the
fact that traffic in the Lakes was light.

| don't know about the others but | found the
hair-pin bends on the two passes quite scary -
not just the steep incline and sharp cambers
and the fact that on a bike, once committed,
you can not stop or you would simply fall
over! - not even the diesel liberally washed
across the road - more the fact that the car
drivers using the same road have no idea of
the problem!

There was one section on Hardknott pass
where we had all stopped on the left-hand
side of the road because we could clearly see
500 yards below us several cars blocked in
both directions by some fool in an orange
camper-van who having failed to negotiate
the hairpin was trying to reverse! While
waiting for the road to clear two cars sped
past us - | am sure we were all thinking
"where the **** do you think you're going". |
must admit that the second car, a BMW
driver, did realise his mistake and when the
road did clear pulled to the right and let us
pass!

Thanks must go to Gordon for organising the
day and acting as 'back marker' and John and
Val who led the way.

Mike

British motorists warned of new
legislation

British motorists have been warned of a new
piece of French legislation.

It is now compulsory to have a reflective
jacket on board.

In an emergency, the jacket must be easily
accessible by the driver and must be put on
before leaving the car.



Campaign to improve Britain’s
danger roads

A study identifying Britain’s most dangerous
roads has found that 30% of primary roads
are unsafe, while a quarter of motorways fall
outside the safest band.

An eight-mile stretch of the A537 between
Macclesfield and Buxton was identified as the
country’s most dangerous road in the report
by EuroRAP - the European Road
Assessment Programme.

The single-carriageway road has been the
scene of 43 fatal or serious collisions since
2001, nearly three-quarters of them involving
motorcyclists.

When collisions involving motorbikes are
removed from the analysis, this stretch of the
A537 moves from the highest risk road in the
country to one of the safest.

The most dangerous road for car and van
drivers is the A61 between Barnsley and
Wakefield.

The six-mile undulating and twisting stretch of
single-carriageway road running through
countryside has poor forward visibility, with
many of the fatal crashes occurring on bends
and junctions.

This year’s persistently high risk roads are
again concentrated in the north of England
and the midlands.

“The fact that the Macclesfield to Buxton road
tops the list of Britain’s most dangerous roads
highlights the fundamental issue of road-user
behaviour when it comes to safety,” said Dr
Joanne Hill who heads the Road Safety
Foundation, which carried out the research.

“However, poor road design and inadequate
safety measures on the majority of the roads
in the most dangerous list have contributed to
a high proportion of the fatal or serious
collisions each year.

“The majority of road authorities this year
identified the need for significant funding for
road safety improvements and maintenance
of existing roads as the one thing which would
make the biggest difference to reducing fatal
or serious collisions on sections within their
area.”

Although there has been an 18% overall drop
in risk across the motorway and main road
network in the past three years, the rating of
motorways and the primary route network still
causes major concern.

“Despite significant advances in knowledge,
engineering practice and road-safety counter-
measures, 30% of the primary A road
sections do not achieve even the top two
safest risk bands that we would expect as the
minimum safety level for these strategic
roads,” said Dr Hill.

“Also, 24% of motorway sections fall outside
the safest risk band.”

Meanwhile, Britain’s most improved road is
the A453 from the A38 to Tamworth in
Staffordshire.

This rural single carriageway has seen an
88% drop in the number of fatal or serious
collisions in the last six years.

This has been achieved by introducing traffic
lights, speed limit reductions and village
pedestrian facilities.



Future of biofuels in doubt

The future availability of biofuels has been
thrown into doubt after the publication of an
independent review of the Government’s
biofuel plans.

The review found that the Government’s
target that 10% of all transport fuels must be
biofuel by 2012 is too ambitious and needs to
be revised down.

There has a massive backlash against
biofuel, with charities and NCOs accusing
producers of destroying rain forests to grow
the biofuel crops as well as switching
production from food to fuel crops.

Campaigners such as Friends of the Earth
say that this has, in part, led to the surge in
world food prices.

Now the Renewable Fuels Agency's review
into the indirect effects of biofuel production,
which was led by Professor Ed Gallagher, has
said the Government must slow the

introduction of biofuels until effective controls
are in place to prevent land use change and
higher food prices.

However, it also found that there is a future
for a sustainable biofuels industry but creating
the right policy framework is “challenging and
will take time”.

The report warned that current policies, if left
unchecked, “will reduce biodiversity and may
even cause greenhouse gas emissions rather
than savings”. It also said that the increasing
demand for biofuels contributes to rising
prices for some food commaodities, notably oll
seeds, which is having “detrimental effect on
the poor”.

It recommends that while there is a place for
biofuels, production must target idle and
marginal land, and the use of wastes and
residues. This will avoid indirect land use
change and reduce competition with food, it
said.

However, his recommendations do not go far
enough, say Friends of the Earth. The charity
urged the Government to reconsider its
biofuels obligation altogether, rather than just
“tinkering” at the margins. "Feeding cars
instead of people pushes up food prices and
fuels deforestation,” said Friends of the Earth
spokesman Kenneth Richter.

"If we want to quit our expensive and
damaging fossil fuel habit we need a new
direction in transport - not a quick fix from
biofuels.

Wigan Advanced Motorists

We meet at the Plough and Harrow,
Shevington each Sunday morning.
Congregate in the car park at around
09:30am for Motorcycles and 09:45am for
cars.

From the South: Leave the M6 at Junction 26
(M58) and at the Orrell exit, turn left. At the
traffic lights, turn right for Shevington, the pub
is a couple of miles on the left.

From the North: Leave the M6 at Junction 27
(Standish, Wigan) and turn left up the dual
carriageway towards Standish. At the end,
turn right for Shevington, the pub is a couple
of miles on the right.

Car parking is available at the rear of the
building and there is also a public car park on
the other side of the road opposite the pub.

Contact details: Tel: 07071 226693

www.wiganadvancedmotorists.org.uk




