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Welcome to the April/May 2008 edition of the 
group newsletter. 
 
This edition of the newsletter has a mixed bag 
of information and announcements that cover 
a wide range of issues. The main theme and 
intention of this newsletter is to deliver articles 
on Road Safety, greener driving, and items of 
general interest to as wide a reading group as 
possible.  
 
If there are any articles or issues that you 
wish to add to the newsletter then please 
pass them to our website – details at rear of 
this edition. 
 
As for the group we have been ticking along 
nicely with several more passes notched up 
recently – mostly achieved via the mature 
driving seminars that we’ve been delivering 
around the region. Interest is now being 
shown by other Advanced Driving Groups to 
deliver the same format as developed and 
delivered by members of this group - Gary, 
John, and Les. 
 
The next Mature Driver Seminar is scheduled 
to be held at the Town Hall in Leigh on 
Wednesday 09th July – coffee at 09.45am 
with the presentation at 10.00am to last for 
about two hours.  
 
                                                              Simon. 

 

Open evening 
 
An Open Evening held last month saw a well 
received presentation from Mr Lee Davies, 
Manager at Greater Manchester National 
Driver Improvement Scheme. 
 
Mr Davies presented information covering 
both Driver Improvement Courses and Speed 
Awareness Courses which generated a great 
deal of discussion amongst the members and 
associates present. 
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The Greater Manchester Provider Group 
provides the National Driver Improvement 
Scheme (both Driver Improvement Courses 
and Speed Awareness Courses) to the 
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GM Casualty Reduction Partnership which is 
also known as DriveSafe. 
 
This Partnership consists of Greater 
Manchester's 10 Local Authorities with the 
Highways Agency, Greater Manchester 
Police, Greater Manchester Strategic Health 
Authority, Her Majesty's Courts Service and 
the Crown Prosecution Service. 
 
The partners all work together to address the 
issue of speeding by a mix of engineering, 
education and enforcement initiatives. The 
Greater Manchester Casualty Reduction 
Partnership intends to make speeding on our 
roads as socially unacceptable as drink 
driving. 
 

 
 

Members and Associates enjoying a well 
presented and informative presentation. 

 
 

Parking help 
 
I came across this website recently and 
thought that it may be of use to some of our 
members. 
 
The online Blue Badge map service, which is 
designed to make it easier for disabled people 
to find places to park, has been improved. 
 
The map at www.direct.gov.uk covers 103 
cities, and by the end of April totalled 119. 

 

 

The Blue Badge map can be used to find: 

Blue Badge parking bays in over 100 towns 
and cities across the UK  

Red Route parking bays in London  

petrol stations and their service facilities on 
major routes in the UK  

accessible public toilets in over 100 towns 
and cities across the UK  

railway stations and their accessibility  

Underground stations and their accessibility 
in London  

taxi ranks  

Shopmobility centres  

accessible beaches  

Wheelyboat locations  

Mobility Centres  

locations of interest, like town halls, 
hospitals, museums and tourist attractions  

parking rules for all councils in the UK.
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Another useful parking website - 

www.parkomedia.com 
has also been launched to provide drivers 

with answers to their parking-related 

questions. 

Merseyside Police 

 
Fleet managers at Merseyside Police are 
working in partnership with Futronics and 
Carnation Designs to design a new mobile 
data terminal for police vehicles, which 
manages all of the communication systems, 
on-board equipment and emergency 
response technologies through a single 
computer system.  
 
The Merseyside Police fleet consists of 
around 400 vehicles, which are all fitted with 
considerable amounts of on-board specialised 
equipment.  
 

 
 
 

The new mobile data terminal allows drivers 

to access and interact with information from 

diverse sources, including automatic vehicle 

location systems, digital video recordings, 

automatic number plate recognition systems, 

the force’s command room and the DVLA, 

using just one screen. 

 
Man cuts his own car in half in 
clamping protest 
 
A man whose car was clamped because the 
bumper was protruding from his driveway has 
cut it in half in protest.  

The Ford Fiesta belonging to Ian Taylor (40), 
from Gloucestershire, was legally registered 
to be off the road, but a parking official 
spotted that rear wheel was over a footpath 
and impounded it.  

British Superbikes Championship  

Oulton Park  
 
Friday 18 July - Sunday 20 July 2008 
 
The British Superbike round at Oulton Park 
- Cheshire, has a history of producing the 
closest race finishes of the year.  

 
Reigning champion Ryuichi Kiyonari and 
his team-mate Jonathan Rea have been 
race winners, as has Gregorio Lavilla. With 
new riders at HM Plant Honda and 
Airwaves Ducati, it will be a fight to the 
finish at Oulton Park. Oulton Park race 
circuit is only 14 miles from Chester. 
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When the clampers returned two days later to 
remove the car Mr Taylor used a disc cutter to 
saw it in half.  

He then suggested they take the rear half 
away since this was the part infringing the 
law.  

The officials from NCP Services declined and 
left Mr Taylor with both parts.  

"I'm happy I got one over on them. They're 
jobsworths, for the sake of an inch and a half 
on the path," Mr Taylor said.  

 

James Pritchard, communications manager 
for NCP Services, said clamping staff had 
photographs to prove that half the car was on 
the public pavement.  

"We were astonished at the reaction this 
gentleman had to the fact we put a clamp on 
his car.  

"It was a remarkable incident which 
highlighted some of the problems my 
colleagues face while they're doing what is a 
very important job in ensuring that motorists 
tax their vehicle."  

Copycat learning 
"Copycat learning is one of the key ways 

children establish their behaviour, so setting a 

bad example when it comes to road safety 

can have serious consequences" - Liz 

Brooker of the Local Authority Road Safety 

Officers’ Organisation stated recently. 

Parents have been warned that their poor 

driving habits and lack of road safety skills are 

being picked up by their children.  

Government research has found that 54% of 

parents admit to poor road safety behaviour in 

front of their children. 

“Simply telling our children about how to use 

our roads safely is not enough – parents must 

practice what they preach or their sons and 

daughters will slip into dangerous habits,” 

said road safety minister Jim Fitzpatrick. 

“Last year, 169 children were killed and 

another 3,000 seriously injured in road 

accidents.” 

As a result, a new series of road safety 

workshops has been launched in schools 

across England. 

The workshops will be held in Leeds, 

Liverpool, Newcastle, Birmingham and Bristol, 

and aim to give parents an insight into how 

their behaviour on the road can pass 

dangerous habits on to their children. 

 

Driving test changes 
 

The safety questions asked at the start of the 

practical driving tests have been revised and 

updated. 

The number of questions asked will remain 

the same but new topics will include use of 

wipers, demisters, brake fog and warning 

lights, head restraints, automated braking 
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system (ABS) and operation of controls and 

switches 

 

Drivers continue to flout law 
 

More drivers than ever are being penalised 

for using handheld phones behind the wheel. 

Figures just released by the Department for 

Justice (DfJ) reveal that 450 motorists are 

caught every day using a phone whilst 

driving. 

Police issued 164,900 fixed penalty notices 

for the offence in 2006, a 30% increase on 

the previous year. 

A recent survey of police forces in England 

and Wales also indicated that the number 

continued to rise in 2007, despite the 

introduction of tougher penalties last year. 

Drivers caught using a handheld mobile face 

three penalty points on their licence and a fine 

of £60. 

The official statistics do not differentiate 

between casual motorists and business 

drivers. 

“We are pleased that the use of handheld 

phones is something that is being enforced 

effectively and that members of the public are 

starting to see the dangers of using their 

phones at the wheel,” said a spokesman for 

the Department for Transport. 

However, Norman Baker, shadow transport 

secretary for the Liberal Democrats, indicated 

that Government measures to deter motorists’ 

use of mobile phones are failing. 

“It is clear that the message about safe 

driving is just not getting through,” he said. 

This is a view shared by Arval, who points the 

finger of blame at fleet managers as well as 

drivers. 

“These new results should be high on the 

agenda of any fleet manager. 

"Clearly this is still a problem as drivers 

continue to ignore the safety messages linked 

to mobile phones,” said Mike Waters, head of 

market analysis at Arval. 

 

Foreign HGVs 
Foreign-registered HGVs are still causing 

crashes costing an estimated £52m every 

year, despite Department for Transport 

initiatives aimed at improving their safety 

record. 

According to analysis by Accident Exchange 

the annual number of crashes on UK roads 

involving foreign-registered lorries could be as 

high as 9,800. 

The company drew its conclusions after 

looking at over 100,000 reported road traffic 

incidents it had handled between March 2006 

and March 2008. 

A significant 46% of incidents involving 

foreign lorries occurred on motorways. 

Repair bills averaged nearly £3,750 but were 

in some cases as high as £5,647. 

Independent insurance assessors classified 

nearly 10% as total write-offs. 
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"The rate of incidents may be rising, but so 

too is the escalating cost," explains Steve 

Evans, chief executive of Accident Exchange. 

"The awareness of British drivers to the 

dangers is just as important if this figure is to 

be reduced. 

"Too few UK motorists realise that left-hand 

drive HGVs are unable to see vehicles 

overtaking them on the right. 

"A greater appreciation would help." 

Foreign truck numbers are rising –  

The number of foreign-registered goods 

vehicles using British roads hit a record 1.7 

million last year. 

The amount has soared since the early 

1990s, as in 1992 this figure stood at just 

under 400,000. 

The rise is put down to lower fuel and wage 

costs on the continent, which mean UK 

hauliers are losing contracts to foreign 

logistics companies. 

“One in eight of the heaviest vehicles on 

Britain’s road network is now a foreign 

vehicle. 

While in Britain, these vehicles are able to 

take advantage of the competitive edge that 

low-taxed foreign diesel purchased in 

Luxembourg and France is able to give them,” 

said Simon Chapman, the Freight Transport 

Association’s chief economist. 

Last year nearly half a million – or almost a 

third – of all foreign trucks entering the UK 

were from the 12 countries that joined the EU 

from 2004 onwards. 

This unprecedented rise in the number of 

foreign goods vehicles on British roads has 

caused major problems, including a 

significant increase in side-swipe collisions 

where trucks swap lanes and hit overtaking 

cars.  

 

Police fight back 
The police are developing a new weapon in 

the fight against criminals who use cloned 

vehicles. 
The news comes after one local authority 

reported that several of its vehicles were 

cloned using fleet data released as a result of 

a Freedom of Information request. 

“Since the Freedom of Information Act 

became law we have had several requests for 

details of our vehicle fleet. 

"The information we have supplied has 

always been as vague as we could make it,” 

explained Phillip Wright, director of 

neighbourhood services at Erewash Borough 

Council, near Nottingham. 

“However, there have been various incidents 

that have led us to believe our fleet 

information has been used to create cloned 

vehicles.” 

Cloned vehicles are created by criminals who 

copy the number plate of a legitimate vehicle 

onto a similar model and then use it to avoid 

parking and congestion charges, as well as 

for more serious crimes. 

Now the police service is developing new 

software that will recognise when suspected 
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cloned vehicles pass automatic number plate 

recognition (ANPR) cameras located on the 

roadside and in most fuel stations. 

Currently up to 50 million number plates are 

identified by ANPR cameras every day. 

The new technology will analyse this data to 

identify when vehicles with the same number 

plate are moving at the same time. 

“We are exploring how ANPR data can be 

used to identify cloned vehicles,” explained 

PC Paul Black of Durham Police, which is at 

the forefront of developing ANPR data 

technology. 

“By using analytical tools to identify anomalies 

such as when a car heading north on the M1 

is also spotted on the M50, the ANPR system 

will send an alarm to officers.” 

The problem of cloned vehicles is not limited 

to public sector fleets. 

Nigel Trotman, former fleet manager at 

Whitbread, had a new car cloned immediately 

after it was delivered. 

By the time news reached the legitimate 

driver, the cloned vehicle had racked up 

hundreds of pounds in congestion charge 

penalties. 

“In the end we had to give the driver a letter in 

case she got stopped for the outstanding 

fines, which she did. 

"It got to the point where she was considering 

buying a personal number plate for the 

vehicle," Mr Trotman said. 

John Pryor, fleet manager of Arcadia Group 

and ACFO director, explained that though 

instances of cloning remain sporadic, fleet 

managers often spend a considerable amount 

of time and effort resolving cases. 

“Though I’m not aware of lots of instances 

cloning is a very clear possibility and we know 

it happens. 

"These are not scare stories,” he said. 

“Once a vehicle has been picked up you have 

to prove that the cloned vehicle wasn’t yours. 

"It’s the time and hassle factor that’s the 

issue, especially if there is more than one 

authority involved in chasing up fines.” 

A DVLA spokesman said in serious cloning 

cases, it will consider issuing a new number 

plate. 

He also advised the stricter laws in relation to 

who can buy and sell number plates are being 

introduced, and that fleets should consider 

fitting theft proof number plates to their 

vehicles. 

  

New car tax rates for 
2009 
Alistair Darling has unveiled changes to 

vehicle excise duty - reclassifying vehicles 

according to the levels of carbon dioxide they 

emit.  

While it should be good news for those with 

environmentally-friendly cars, it will hike the 

amount paid by owners of high-polluting 

vehicles who also face a "showroom tax" 

payable in the first year after they buy a new 

gas-guzzler.  
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According to the AA, typical cars in each of 
the new system C02 emission brackets are: 

�
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101-110: Skoda Fabia Estate Greenline (diesel), 
Toyota Prius 1.5 VVTi Hybrid, Citroen C1 1.0i, Peugeot 
107 1.0 

111-120: Mazda 2 1.4 (diesel), Smart fortwo coupe, 
Vauxhall Corsa 1.0i ECO 12v 3-door hatchback  

121-130: Kia Picanto 1.1 (petrol), Renault Megane 
Hatchback 1.5 dCi 106,(diesel) Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi 
(diesel) 

131-140 Renault Clio 1.2 Quickshift (petrol), BMW 3 
Series 320d Coupé (diesel), Toyota Yaris 1.3 VVT 

141-150 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 HDi (diesel), Ford Ka 

1.3, Mercedes Benz A-Class (petrol) 

151-160 Audi A3 2.0 Tdi (diesel), BMW 3-series 320i, 
Vauxhall Astra 1.4i 16v 

161-170 Citroen C5 2.2 Hdi Est (diesel) 

171-180 Ford Mondeo 1.6 Estate (petrol) 

181-200 Saab 9-3 Estate (petrol) 

201-225 Peugeot 407 saloon 2.0 Auto (petrol) 

226-255 Peugeot 807 2.0 Auto (petrol) 

Over 255: Land Rover Sport Auto 3.6TDV8 (diesel), 
Porsche Cayenne 6-speed, BMW X5 series E70 

�

 
Wigan Advanced Motorists’ 
We meet at the Plough and Harrow, 
Shevington each Sunday morning. 
Congregate in the car park at around 

09:30am for Motorcycles 
and 09:45am for cars. 

From the South: Leave 
the M6 at Junction 26 
(M58) and at the Orrell 
exit, turn left. At the traffic 
lights, turn right for 
Shevington, the pub is a 
couple of miles on the 
left. 

From the North: Leave 
the M6 at Junction 27 
(Standish, Wigan) and 
turn left up the dual 
carriageway towards 
Standish. At the end, turn 
right for Shevington, the 
pub is a couple of miles 
on the right. 

Car parking is available 
at the rear of the building 
and there is also a public 

car park on the other side of the road 
opposite the pub. 

Contact details:  Tel:  07071 226693 

www.wiganadvancedmotorists.org.uk 
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