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Welcome to the February/March edition of the
group newsletter.

The group continues to deliver the mature
driver seminars, the most recent event having
taken place at the Investment Centre, Wigan,
with over 40+ people in attendance - the
outcome of which is that 40 drivers have
booked to have a drive check carried out by
one of the group’s observers. As in the past,
it's hoped that many will enrol onto the ‘Skill
for Life’ advanced driving programme which
currently costs £79.00 via the drive check
route.

As far as driving test achievements goes, the
group has had many successes in recent
weeks and we are currently looking to take on
more associates — if you know of anyone that
you feel would benefit from what many of you
have achieved, the advanced driving test,
please ask them to contact the group via the
details on the back page of this newsletter.
We are particularly keen on recruiting more
drivers within the 18-25 years range in-line
with the IAM’s drive to target the younger
driver as they represent the largest group of
accident statistics.

Finally, the group held its Annual General
Meeting recently which was well attended by
over 20 members of the group and
committee. A number of awards were
presented during the evening — photos at the
back of this issue.

Simon.

Alert issued over licence
renewals

The first motorists to be issued with photocard
driving licences 10 years ago have been
warned that they need to apply for updated
licences or risk £1000 fines.

Hundreds of thousands of renewal notices will
be sent out by the Driver and Vebhicle
Licensing Agency (DVLA) over the coming
weeks as the first photocards, which were
issued from July 1998, become out of date.

While the driving licences will still be valid,
failure to send the photo licence, the proper
counter-part and a new photo, along with a
£17.50 fee, will leave the driver open to
prosecution.

Drivers are required by law to ensure their
photocard driving licence is updated every 10
years as this ensures that the photograph is
of true likeness.
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Uk licences are valid under most
circumstances until the driver reaches 70
years of age — it will come as a surprise to
many that they must renew their licence. It will
also annoy many that they have to pay
£17.50 leading to the DVLA taking in £437.5
million in rolling fees every decade as the
UK’s 25 million licence holders begin the
process of updating their photos.

Parking fine quashed after
colour clash

Teacher Paul Adams is celebrating after
successfully claiming a £70 parking fine was
invalid because the ticket was in the wrong-
coloured packet. Mr Adams, from Dunsford,
received the fine in Exeter last November, but
he refused to pay it.

After carrying out research on the internet, he
found that tickets issued by private parking
firms must be designed to look different to the
Penalty Charge Notices issued by traffic
wardens.

The ticket from APCOA, the company which
runs the St Thomas parking area, was issued
in a black and yellow packet very similar to
those issued by traffic wardens.

And after writing to the company to point out
the similarities, and the relevant law, he was
stunned to be told that the fine had been
revoked, reports the Express and Echo.

He said: "After some research, | discovered
the ticket was an infringement of parking law
and wrote to complain.”

The research online revealed that a clause in
section 40 of the Administration of Justice Act
1970 states that tickets issued by private
companies should not resemble the Penalty
Charge Notices issued by police, traffic
wardens and local authorities.

Mr Adams, a freelance IT teacher, who said
he had been parking in the same spot for the
last four years without receiving a ticket,

contacted the police about the incident. He
was told it was a civil matter.

After contacting APCOA he received a reply a
few days later informing him the ticket would
be cancelled, although his details would be
kept on file in case he flouted the rules again.

He said: "I was not harassed by the company
but | am concerned that hundreds of other
people could be paying without realising the
tickets are invalid."

(This may be of use to members of the group
that may become a victim of a private
clamping action — my own experience is that
being able to spot ‘warning notices’ is a bit of
a lottery at best, in certain situations they can
often be misleading in the area that they
cover. Ed.)

Seatbelts protect unborn
children

A pregnant woman who wears a seat belt
greatly reduces the risk that her baby will die
or be seriously hurt in a vehicle crash,
according to a study that debunks the notion
that seat belts are harmful to the foetus.

The University of Michigan researchers
estimated that based on their findings
published recently, the lives of 200 of the
roughly 370 foetuses killed yearly in U.S.
vehicle crashes would be spared if all
pregnant women wore seat belts.

"Seat belts absolutely protect the fetus -- and
not wearing a belt is a big problem," Dr Mark
Pearlman, who led the study, said.

"Every single time they get in a motor vehicle,
pregnant women should wear their seat belts
without question - every single time."

The researchers performed detailed analyses
of 57 crashes involving women who were at
least 20 weeks pregnant. Twelve foetuses
were killed in the crashes.

(Company Car Driver)



Civic recall on handbrakes

Honda has issued a recall notice on almost
80,000 Civics because of concerns about
handbrake failure.

The Japanese carmaker received complaints
from 29 customers.

While no one has been hurt, Honda
investigations found that if the handbrake was
applied with the release button pressed in,
there was a risk that the brake would not stop
the vehicle rolling down a slope.

The company has sent letters to around
79,000 owners of Civics built in 2006 and
2007.

“Our letter advises customers to apply the
handbrake as per the owner's manual —
without touching the release button,” a
spokesman for Honda said. “If these
directions are followed, the handbrake
efficiency will be unaffected.”

Customers will be advised to visit their local
Honda dealer, where new handbrake will be
fitted free of charge.

A helpline has been set up on 0800 707 6668.

At-work drivers take more
risks

Business drivers are more likely to tailgate
and speed on motorways and residential
roads, according to new figures.

Three-quarters of at-work drivers admit to
speeding on motorways, with an even greater
number (77%) speeding through 30mph
zones.

A further 61% admit to leaving less than a
two-second gap between their vehicle and the
driver in front.

Polling nearly 5,000 drivers, half of whom
drove for work, a joint survey by road safety
charity Brake and Green Flag found that

business drivers outstripped general motorists
on each count.

The survey did not ask business drivers why
they behaved so poorly behind the wheel, but
Brake indicated that deadlines and other
pressures were to blame.

“Work pressures are no excuse for impatient
and aggressive driving,” said Cathy Keeler,
head of campaigns at the charity.

However, fleet manager’s association ACFO
has defended the efforts of its members to
manage the occupational risk posed to their
drivers.

Julie Jenner, ACFO chairman, said: “With
company car drivers there has always been
the pressure to perform and no doubt there
are still some drivers who still take risks as
part of their day-to-day job.

"But the duty of care message is getting
through to fleet managers. The majority of
speeding incidents are because of that
driver's way of driving.”

John Pryor, fleet manager at Arcadia Group,
said individual driving style was a more likely
influence on Brake’s figures, rather than
company pressure or lax fleet management.

“Drivers have a responsibility to make sure
that they are adhering to the law,” he said.

Steve Johnson, head of communications at
DriveTech, said: "Employers cannot monitor
driver behaviour every minute of the day.

"Fleet managers should empower drivers to
make sensible, rational decisions about their
welfare whilst they are on the move, through
a combination of education, information and
retribution.”

DfT to pay for motorway
policing

The Department for Transport (DfT) will be
forced to pay police to enforce traffic laws on
sections of the motorway network.



The DfT has confirmed that it will have to
meet the cost of additional policing needed for
new managed motorways — motorways with
hard shoulder running, tolled lanes and high
occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes.

During a recent pilot scheme on the M42,
when the hard shoulder was opened to traffic
at peak times, the DfT had to negotiate a
£77,000 “enforcement agreement” with West
Midlands Police.

Now the department is in negotiations over
how much it will have to pay the police to
enforce the law on the extension of the
managed motorway scheme near
Birmingham.

A DfT spokesman said he could not confirm
how much of the DfT’s budget would be spent
paying the police.

However, with plans for managed motorways
to be established on stretches of the M1, M6,
M62, M27, M4, M5 and radial routes around
the M25 by 2014, a substantial amount of the
DfT’s budget will eventually be diverted to pay
the police.

This departure from accepted protocol is the
result of the Association of Chief Police
Officers (ACPO) digging in its heels and
saying its forces would not release any extra
funds to police the new motorway systems.

“ACPO was clear that any additional
enforcement requirement should be cost-
neutral to the police,” said a DfT spokesman.
“The police have different priorities and so we
will have to pay.”

The DfT will also have to pay for a planned
network of average speed cameras.

Daytime running lights to
become law

Motorists will face increasing fuel bills and
vehicle emissions from 2012, but possibly
fewer crashes, after the government and a
number of safety organisations lost their

battle to stop daytime running lights becoming
compulsory on all new vehicles.

Although daytime running lights (DRL) seem
a safety benefit, giving motorists higher
visibility, many road safety groups, including
RoOSPA, argue that motorcyclists, cyclists and
pedestrians will be in more danger as the
glare could be a distraction, and make non-
DRL users less visible.

However, using headlights at all times could
increase fuel usage by up to 1.5%, a
Department for Transport report has claimed.

Speaking in the House of Commons,
transport minister, Jim Fitzpatrick said: “The
UK has been successful in arguing against
the introduction of mandatory use of dipped
headlamps during daylight hours by drivers of
existing vehicles.

"This outcome has been welcomed by
motorcycle user groups.

“However, from early 2011, all new types of
passenger cars and light vans will have to be
fitted with dedicated daytime running lamps in
accordance with the relevant European
directive.

"By summer 2012 all new vehicle types will
have to be so fitted.”

Kevin Clinton, head of road safety for ROSPA
said: “We don’'t think that the evidence
justifies daytime running lights on vehicles in
the UK.

"Our main concern is that fitting them to all
vehicles will remove the relatively high
visibility that motorcyclists currently enjoy.”

A review in 2006 by the Department for
Transport (DfT) of the reports from the
European Commission on DRL questioned
the level of claimed accident reduction,
although agreed there would be some
improvement.

“There is substantial evidence that the
mandatory use of DRL would provide a net
accident reduction,” said the review.



“However, the evidence concerning the
magnitude of the effect and particularly the
relationship  with accident severity is
considerably weaker.”

The DFT said the Commission’s assumption
of a 15% improvement on fatal accidents was
“weak” and that reduction of between 3.9%
and 5.9% was more realistic.

The report’s authors added that there would
be an increase of between 0.5% and 1.5% in
fuels use and carbon dioxide emissions.

Hard shoulder running
speed increase

Motorists on the section of the M42 where
driving on the hard shoulder is permitted
during peak times can now drive on the
shoulder at up to 60mph.

The 10mph increase in the maximum speed
comes after a safety study, which found that
hard shoulder running can safely be operated
at 60mph.

It also follows confirmation last week that the
Government is steppingup work on new
congestion-busting techniques proposed for
roll-out on motorways across the country.

Similar schemes will be introduced on the M1,
M6 and M62.

Forecourt closures continue at
about 450 every yeatr.

Parts of the country are at real risk of
becoming fuel deserts with nowhere for
motorists to fill their cars after it emerged that
the number of filling stations has fallen to the
lowest level since 1913.

There were roughly 10,100 places for
motorists to fuel their vehicles in 1913, today
there are just 9,400 stations serving a British

parc of over 33 million vehicles — almost 31
million of which are cars.

Due to tiny margins, fierce competition and
high overheads, petrol retailing is unattractive.
According to the Petrol Retailers’ Association
(PRA), an efficient fuel retailing business will
gross just 2% per annum on investment.

Such poor returns have resulted in just over
20 new forecourts opening in the last five
years, the majority of which were attached to
supermarkets.

Forecourt closures continue at about 450
every year.

If these rates of decline continue, it will take
just four years for the number of filling stations
to drop below the critical 7,500 number
needed to keep the country moving.

But motorists in many rural areas of the
country are already finding it difficult to find
anywhere to fill their vehicles.

The AA said: “We know there are some areas
of the UK where supply no longer exists at a
local level meaning there's a real risk of some
drivers running out of fuel. "Margins are so
thin that forecourts use fuel simply to attract
customers into their convenience stores.
Indeed, 86% of filling stations now have a
convenience store, which acts as their main
profit driver.

However, this has not been enough to stem
the tide of closures. “Fuel retailers work under
great financial pressure in order to provide a
vital service,” said Ray Holloway, PRA
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director, following a meeting with a cross-
party group of MPs to discuss what can be
done to help secure the future of the forecourt
sector. “Many fuel retailers are barely clearing
costs. There are now less than 9,500
forecourts in the UK, including supermarket
filling stations,” he said.

“The situation could become critical if the total
number of forecourts continues to drop at the
rate of recent years. "Highlighting the problem
in the South West, the Highways Agency has
launched a campaign to try to reduce the
number of motorists breaking down in the
area because they run out of fuel.

Highways Agency officers were at motorway
service areas recently to show drivers where
they can top up.

The campaign coincided with the news that
more than half of motorists believe there is a
shortage of fuel filling stations across Britain.

“On the one hand, fuel price competition is
good for motorists but if it's driving smaller
independent filling stations out of business in
some areas, more and more people are going
to be forced to buy fuel from the
supermarkets who may then feel able to push
prices up,” said David Shelton, managing
director of Motorpoint, which carried out the
survey.

The PRA Dbelieves that Government
intervention is critical such as extending
business rate relief

Fleet News

Diesel switch gathers pace

Petrol sales continue to fall as more and more
British drivers switch to diesel. Sales of diesel
in the UK rose by 869,000 tonnes — about 4%
— to 21 million tonnes last year, a jump of
nearly 40% over the past decade, according
to a new report from the Energy Institute.

“This level is 38.7% higher than a decade
ago, illustrating how strong the move to diesel
has become,” the report said.

Petrol sales have fallen by 17% over the past
10 years.

Diesel has become the fuel of choice for car
drivers, thanks to its increased fuel economy,
lower carbon emissions and tax benefits.

The switch to diesel has also been reflected
in France, Germany, Italy and Spain. Use of
the fuel has been rising steadily by 2% per
year.

Swiss analyst Petromatrix has forecast that at
the current rate, diesel will account for 80% of
transport fuel sales in the five major
economies in about 10 years.

The number of vehicles on UK roads reached
an all-time high of 33.4 million last year, the
Energy Institute added.

Audi R10 TDI

Winner of the Le Mans 24 Hour Endurance
Race 2006 and 2007 — and it's a diesel!

Pothole menace

Britain’s roads are blighted by more than
three million potholes, with local authorities
facing a huge backlog of much-needed
maintenance.

The number of trenches and road openings
has also increased over the past year,
according to the Asphalt Industry Alliance’s
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(AIA) annual road survey. Local authorities
across the country admitted to receiving only
half the subsidies necessary to keep their
roads in good condition.

The AIA found an 1l-year backlog of local
maintenance work, with an existing shortfall of
more than £1 billion.

Jim Crick, AIA chairman, said: “Despite some
increase in central Government funding
over recent years, it seems that highways
maintenance is  still  suffering  from
historically being treated as the Cinderella
service.”

Stephen Kelly, head of urban access policy at
the Freight Transport Association, criticised
central Government's lack of provision for
local road maintenance. He said: “The
Government must increase the funding
provided to local authorities in order that they
are able to maintain their roads in a fit and
proper condition, rather than on what seems
to be the current ‘patch and mend’ basis.”

Kevin Clinton, head of road safety at the
Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents,
said: “Good road surfaces help drivers stop
more quickly when they have to brake sharply
and reduce the risk of skidding.

“Roads shouldn’t be obstacle courses,” he
said.

Last year the Government paid out more than
£50 million in compensation to motorists as a

result of vehicle damage and injuries caused
by potholes.

Annual General Meeting

Having covered all items on the agenda, a
number of presentations were made on the
evening.

Roy Fairclough (left) receiving his award from
Mike Smalley

Observer of the Year (Motorcycle)

Bob Mason (left) receiving his award from
Gary Whittaker

Newly qualified observer (Car)



Frank Rigby (left) receiving his award from
Gary Whittaker

Observer of the Year (Car)

Margaret Bolger (left) receiving her award
from Gary Whittaker

Observer of the Year (Car)

Members in attendance

Gary Whittaker having received his award
from Mike Smalley

Member of the Year
Wigan Advanced Motorists

We meet at the Plough and Harrow,
Shevington each Sunday morning.
Congregate in the car park at around
09:30am for Motorcycles and 09:45am for
cars.

From the South: Leave the M6 at Junction 26
(M58) and at the Orrell exit, turn left. At the
traffic lights, turn right for Shevington, the pub
is a couple of miles on the left.

From the North: Leave the M6 at Junction 27
(Standish, Wigan) and turn left up the dual
carriageway towards Standish. At the end,
turn right for Shevington, the pub is a couple
of miles on the right.

Car parking is available at the rear of the
building and there is also a public car park on
the other side of the road opposite the pub.

Contact details: Tel: 07071 226693

www.wiganadvancedmotorists.org.uk




