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Welcome to the December/January edition of
the group newsletter and | hope you had a
peaceful and relaxing festive season.

As reported in the last edition of the
newsletter, Wigan Group continues to deliver
the mature driver seminars which have
proved to be a resounding success, and we
are also looking to explore further new
initiatives during this year.

Regarding this newsletter, | intend to
introduce a wider range of articles than
currently appear; these will focus mainly
around the issues of vehicle efficiency leading
to a cleaner environment, traffic and road
policy issues, and the usual safer driving
information.

For this issue, | draw your attention to two
important items, these being the Notice of the
Group Annual General Meeting (AGM), and a
final reminder for the submission of any
outstanding yearly subscriptions. Wigan
Group Committee thanks you for your
continued support and we look forward to
seeing as many of you that can make it to this
year's AGM in March.

Simon.

Membership subscriptions

Please note that subscriptions were due on
the 1% January 2008.

Enclosed with the previous newsletter you will
have received the relevant form to renew your
membership. Many of you already pay by
Bank Standing Order, which is easier for the
group to collect and control, but we will accept
payment by cheque to Pat Tate our treasurer,
whose address is on the form, or by cash but
please do not send cash through the post.

Regardless of how you pay, please complete
the Group Subscriptions including your 1AM
Membership Number so that we can enter it
into our records.

Your Group subscriptions help to fund our
running costs i.e. printing costs of the
Newsletters and Associate Handbooks etc,
room hire and this year the purchase of a
replacement laptop to enable our public
presentations to work more efficiently. We are
also planning a few social events to be held
throughout the year.

Gary.

Penalty points call for
non-seatbelt wearers

Twenty-five years after it became compulsory
to wear seatbelts in the front of the vehicle
(31 January 1983), a third of car occupants
receiving fatal injuries in a road crash are still
being found to have not been wearing
seatbelts.



In addition, van drivers have been found to be
the worst offenders for not wearing seatbelts.

Only 69% of van drivers put on their seatbelts
before driving away and just 58% of their
passengers belt up.

The means some 370 people a year are
being killed in road crashes because they
have not bothered to clunk click, says the
Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents
(ROSPA).

Also, according to Department for Transport
(DfT) research, while nine out of 10 people
agree it is dangerous to travel in the back of a
car without a seatbelt, only seven in 10 adults
actually wear belts when sitting in the back.

Now ROSPA is calling for drivers and
passengers who fail to wear their belts to
receive three penalty points.

At present, those convicted in court of a
seatbelt offence face a maximum fine of
£500.

If a Fixed Penalty Notice is offered and
accepted, then the fine is £30.

However, failing to wear a seatbelt is not
currently a penalty point offence.

"It is shocking that a stubborn minority of
people still do not belt up when they get into a
vehicle,” said Kevin Clinton, head of road
safety at ROSPA.

"It may be that some people simply forget to
wear their belts and need to be encouraged to
get into the habit. Others may not feel they
are necessary or that it is not 'cool' to wear
one.

Perhaps it is time to consider giving drivers
three penalty points when they fail to wear
their belts."

The DfT said it was not yet considering
making the non wearing of a seatbelt a
penalty point offence, although the road
safety minister, Jim Fitzpatrick said:
"Government campaigns have helped
increase the numbers of people wearing
seatbelts to more than 90% for drivers and

front seat passengers but too many back seat
passengers are still not belting up.”

The minister also confirmed that his
department is undertaking yet more research
into the use of and attitudes towards seatbelts
and will use the findings to create new a
seatbelt campaign, which it will launch
towards the end of 2008.

Record price for UK plate

The price record for a UK number plate has

been smashed.

Businessman Afzal Kahn will show off his F1
plate after splashing out £375,000 in an
Essex county council auction. Mr Khan, who
runs a car conversion firm, said: "I am
privileged to have such a prestigious plate."

The F1 plate, registered to the council since
1904, beats the previous record of £331,000
paid for M1.

Money raised from the latest sale will be used
in a safe-driving scheme for young motorists.

Reported in the Daily Mirror Jan 2008

Honda's auto motorcycle

For many older riders, the joy of motorcycling
is to maximise use of the gearbox to enhance
the riding experience. However, there is a
new breed of riders who started on small
bikes or scooters with ‘twist and go’ style
transmissions who are looking for something
larger on similar lines.

And while scooter capacity has risen to allow
the long distance commuter quite a high level
of weather protection compared to a
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conventional motorcycle, most still feature the
variable transmission used by the small bikes
of the genre.

In recognising this trend, Honda have just
confirmed that its DN-o1 concept machine first
shown at the Tokyo Show in 2005 will
become a production bike and will feature in
next year's model range. Standing for Dream-
New-number one, the bike is a hybrid of a
conventional motorcycle and  scooter
appearance.

What is particularly interesting with this bike is
that the conventional gearbox, or CV unit
being mated to the 52 degree liquid cooled
four-stroke V-twin motor, has an automatic
gearbox. This uses a system of fluid pumps to
transmit power to the rear wheel and vary the
bike’'s drive ratios. Like many motorcycles of
today that have six gears, there are six ratios
that can also be manually selected by the
rider, via handlebar-mounted buttons. This
idea is similar to cars where you have the
option of a sportier drive with, for example, a
Tiptronic box.

This is not Honda’s first attempt with an
automatic — it appeared on a conventionally
styled bike in the 1980s but it never caught on.
Now this low slung, futuristic-looking hybrid
could well move things along the
automatic/semi-auto route. By the way,

Yamaha already has a clutch-less system on
its large FIJR 1300 touring bike.

The DN-o01, which is likely to cost under
£10,000, has linked brakes and ABS, along
with a host of other safety aids. Insiders claim
that it is something of a ‘wolf in sheep’s
clothing’ and those looking for performance
will not be disappointed with the 680cc
engine.

Under-18s may be prevented
from taking the wheel alone

Young drivers may be prevented from driving
a car alone until they are 18 under proposals
to overhaul the driving test for the first time in
more than 70 years.

If endorsed by the government, the plans,
which are due to be published, would mean
17-year-olds would still get a provisional pass
but, as in other countries, be required to take
a harder practical test of driving skill a year
later before they get a full licence.

Another proposal to cut road deaths could
result in all learners being required to take a
specified minimum number of lessons from
professionally qualified driving instructors,
who would themselves have to undergo
regular retraining.

Ministers have decided that too much
attention is paid to learner drivers' ability to
handle a car and not enough to psychological
and behavioural factors behind the wheel,
such as overconfidence and recklessness,
which contribute to the high rate of death and
injury among the young.

"It's as much psychological as it is a matter of
controlling the car," said one Whitehall source
who cited the Australian and Scandinavian
practice of including driving skills as part of
vocational preparation-for-adult-life classes in
schools. As a result, a series of recent
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proposals for tackling immature young drivers,
including  recommendations  from  the
Commons transport committee and the
Driving Standards Agency, will be issued for
wider consultation next month.

Ruth Kelly, the transport secretary, and Jim
Fitzpatrick, the road safety minister, have
been told that newly qualified drivers are one
of five at-risk categories, which also include
motorcyclists, drivers who drink or wear no
seat belt and those rushing to work.

Each group accounts for up to 600 deaths
each year - the bulk of Britain's 3,000-plus
road fatalities.

Ministers want harder practical tests for
learner drivers to include skills such as
reversing round a corner and parallel parking,
logged by a qualified instructor, and more
experience of high-speed roads before being
allowed untrammelled access.

Not all ideas floated by MPs are deemed
practical, including the suggestion that newly
qualified drivers be required not to have
passengers under 22.

Meanwhile a European study on driving
standards showed yesterday that the number
of UK motorists failing drink-drive tests in a
week-long period before Christmas was well
above the European average.

Out of 34,160 UK drivers tested between
December 10 and 16, 1,356, or 4%, were
over the legal limit, statistics from Tispol, the
European traffic police network, revealed.

The European average for drivers over the
alcohol limit was 2.5%, an increase on the
average of 2.1% recorded in a similar
operation in December 2006.

Reported in the Guardian Newspaper

Catalytic converters theft
warning

The high price of precious metals is leading to
a rise in thefts of catalytic converters from a
wide range of motor vehicles.

The problem has become so serious that the
British Metals Recycling Association (BMRA)
has linked up with the Association of Chief
Police Officers of England, Wales and
Northern Ireland (ACPO) to help tackle the
issue.

The average catalytic converter contains one
to two grams of three precious metals -
platinum, palladium, and rhodium - and the
international prices of these metals have risen
by 67%, 200%, and 600% respectively over
the past two years.

Police were alerted to the trend in the UK last
year when four men were arrested in
Worcestershire in connection with the theft of
40 catalytic converters in the Wyre Forest
area.

The converters are thought to be removed
from parked vehicles with a cordless
reciprocating saws pointed with a stainless
steel blade.

A competent thief can, say experts, remove a
converter in just six minutes and sell it for up
to £150.



It is believed that stolen converters are
shipped to recycling companies in Poland,
Canada, China and Latvia, where they
undergo a carbochlorination process that
extracts their precious metals.

“We're also seeing engines, gearboxes, axles
and wheels stolen,” said Det Sgt Andy Round,
who heads TruckPol, a national intelligence
unit that forms part of the wider ACPO Vehicle
Crime Intelligence Service.

“The penny has dropped with the thieves that
there is a market for them.

"The demand in the Far East for these metals
is huge. Lorries were the first target — | guess
because they are so much bigger - but they
also see smaller vehicles as just as easy
targets.”

In response, the BMRA has launched a stolen
metals bulletin, which alerts all members by
email of known thefts within 24 hours of being
notified.

It also produces information for members to
help them identify stolen materials.

Drivers face random
breath tests

Drivers could face being subject to random
breath-testing as part of a new national
crackdown on drink-driving.

According to the Daily Telegraph newspaper,
ministers are convinced tougher enforcement
is the key to reducing the number of alcohol-
related road deaths.

The newspaper claims plans for random
breath testing will be contained in a
Department for  Transport consultation
document due out "within weeks".

A spokeswoman for the DfT has admitted that
the department was in the process of drawing
up a consultation document on drink-driving,
although she stressed that the exact

measures it would contain had "not been
finalised as yet".

But the Telegraph claims the proposals will
allow senior police officers to set up roadside
checkpoints for up to 24 hours, anywhere
where there was a "reasonable belief" that
drink or drug-driving was likely.

At the moment, police can carry out a breath
test only if a motorist has been driving
erratically, or if they have been involved in an
accident or have committed some other
motoring offence such as speeding or having
a faulty tail light.

Random breath-testing is thought to be back
on the agenda partly because of the success
of the recent Christmas drink-drive blitz.

Nationally, while the number of breath tests
carried out rose, the number of drivers who
failed tests fell.

That has led ministers to believe that the
threat of increased breath-tests acted as a
deterrent.

Car sharing is on the
Increase

The Government is stepping up its campaign
to encourage more people to car share, with
the publication of a new survey confirming
that uptake is increasing.

Transport minister Rosie Winterton said the
survey, the first of its kind to be undertaken by
the Department for Transport, showed that
61% of those surveyed had taken part in
some form of car sharing in the past month
and that 25% of those said the last journey
was work/business related.

However, just 1% said they were a member of
a formal lift-sharing scheme run by their
employer or another organisation.

It is these formal lift-sharing schemes that the
Government is keen to see established.



“Car sharing helps reduce congestion, tackle
pollution and carbon emissions and
importantly, cut the costs of travelling.

"While this research shows that informal car
sharing is popular, it highlights that formal
schemes run by employers are still in a small
minority,” Ms Winterton said.

“I encourage employers to consider whether
introducing a car sharing scheme for their
organisation could help them reduce their
carbon footprint and provide quicker, more
convenient journeys for staff.”

The DfT runs the National Business Travel
Network to promote the take-up of workplace
travel plans among businesses, which can
include car sharing.

The department has also published guidance
for employers considering implementing car
sharing schemes.

Fuel Crisis Meeting

Motorists' organisations are to hold a crisis
summit over the cost of petrol and are
expected to warn the government that it faces
more fuel protests.

Groups including the AA, RAC Foundation
and the Freight Transport Association are to
discuss "consolidated action" in a bid to
persuade the chancellor, Alistair Darling, to
scrap a planned increase in fuel duty of 2p a
litre from April 1. Pump prices are hurting
businesses and car owners, say motorists'
and hauliers' associations, with the average
price of petrol at 104.34p a litre and diesel at
109.31p.

Edmund King, president of the AA, said the
government faced fuel protests from rogue
motorist groups if it did not take action to
lower fuel prices - starting with the pending
duty increase. It is the first time such a broad
coalition of the mainstream motorist and
haulier organisations has been convened
over the fuel issue.

Mr King said the group's priority would be
persuading the government to abandon the
proposed duty increase. Last year Gordon
Brown, as chancellor, announced a series of
fuel duty increases up to April 2009. The
Treasury described the move as "over-
indexation", which will bring in more than
£2bn by 2010. A spokesperson said setting
out fuel duty rates in advance provided
"certainty for business, sending the right
environmental signals, while continuing to
fund vital public services".

More than 700 businesses have also signed a
letter urging the chancellor to scrap the April
increase, which the Freight Transport
Association says will cost hauliers an extra
£170m.

Reported in the Guardian 04 February 2008

Wigan Advanced Motorists

We meet at the Plough and Harrow,
Shevington each Sunday morning.
Congregate in the car park at around
09:30am for Motorcycles and 09:45am for
cars.

From the South: Leave the M6 at Junction 26
(M58) and at the Orrell exit, turn left. At the
traffic lights, turn right for Shevington, the pub
is a couple of miles on the left.

From the North: Leave the M6 at Junction 27
(Standish, Wigan) and turn left up the dual
carriageway towards Standish. At the end,
turn right for Shevington, the pub is a couple
of miles on the right.

Car parking is available at the rear of the
building and there is also a public car park on
the other side of the road opposite the pub.
Contact details: Tel: 07071 226693

www.wiganadvancedmotorists.org.uk
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WIGAN ADVANCED MOTORISTS

29" ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
TUESDAY MARCH 4™ 2008.

AGENDA

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

MINUTES OF THE 2007 AGM (Resolution No. 1)
CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

SECRETARY’'S REPORT

TREASURER’S REPORT & ADOPTION OF ACCOUNTS
(Resolution No. 2) (Resolution No. 3)

Hon-PRESIDENT TAKES THE MEETING

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

ELECTION OF COMMITTEE

PRESENTATIONS

GUEST SPEAKERS

ANY OTHER BUSINESS (This is restricted to AGM m atters)
CLOSE OF AGM

OPEN FORUM

(Any Questions or Suggestions from Members or Asso ciates)

NOTE: VOTING BY FULL GROUP MEMBERS ONLY

=

RESOLUTIONS
That the Minutes of the 2007 AGM shall be approv  ed as a true record.
That the Annual Accounts for the year ended 31st December 2007 be approved.
That the Committee be authorised to increase the subscription for 2008/9 if it is deemed
necessary.



